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Linda Racioppi, Katherine O’Sullivan See, eds. Gender Politics in Post-Communist Eurasia.

East Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 2009. 315 pp. $34.95 (paper), ISBN 978-0-

87013-866-9.

Reviewed by Laura Lovin (Rutgers University)
Published on H-SAE (October, 2011)
Commissioned by Abby L. Drwecki

Women’s Worlds Transformed: Policy, Politics, and Mobilizations in Eurasia

As Europe was celebrating twenty years from the
dismantling of the Central and Eastern European com-
munist regimes and the Soviet Union, the 2009 publica-
tion of Gender Politics in Post-Communist Eurasia came
as a welcome contribution to the transnational femi-
nist scholarship and a timely evaluation of the gender
dimensions of the intense social, economic, and politi-
cal transformations undergone by the countries of the
former communist bloc. The volume edited by Linda
Racioppi and Katherine O’Sullivan See brings together
important gendered inquiries into recent reconfigura-
tions that emerged in areas such as political represen-
tation, citizenship rights, nation building and national
identity formation, privatization, marketization and eco-
nomic opportunity, and social inequality; furthermore, it
addresses prominent and common trends in the ongoing
discussions and policies that address gender inequality,
while offering a careful mapping of the uneven terrain of
gender politics, which has been shaped not only by the
distinctive histories, local politics, economics, and demo-
graphics of the countries under analysis but also by their
embeddedness in different geopolitical configurations as
well as by their specific relationships with international
and transnational organizations and forces. Written by
twelve contributors, who speak from diverse geopoliti-
cal and institutional positionalities, this collection spans
a variety of thematic concerns (women’s labor migra-
tion, women’s participation in politics, women’s work,
women’s mobilizations for equality and women’s access
to rights), disciplinary angles (public policy, anthropol-

ogy, political theory, historical analysis, sociology, and
interdisciplinary approaches to gender politics), method-
ological approaches, and geographical spaces. Divided
into two main sections, the volume promotes an under-
standing of two separated fields of geopolitical produc-
tion of gender politics: the first examines Central and
Eastern Europe and the second looks at Russia, Central
Asia, and the Caucasus. As the editors of the volume ac-
knowledge themselves, given that “local, national and in-
ternational/ transnational gender politics are not easily
segmented,” such a division might seem problematic at
first sight (p. 31). Nonetheless, Racioppi and O’Sullivan
See make a good case arguing that the “proximity to
Western Europe” and “the potential for EU accession” are
two powerful forces that impacted and ultimately differ-
entiated the still unfolding trajectories of the two locales
(p. 31). Thus, the organization of the volume responds
to previous critiques that signaled the slow reaction of
the international public in noticing the relevance of Cen-
tral Asia to current processes of global change. In setting
the two side by side, Racioppi and O’Sullivan See redress
the omission and bring to the fore the common social,
economic, and political genealogy of communism that
countries in Central and Eastern Europe share with Rus-
sia and their counterparts in Central Asia, and the Cau-
casus, while offering an inclusive body of literature that
addresses the changes undergone by gender regimes in
most of the countries of the former communist bloc.

The volume begins with an in-depth introduction that
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examines the political dimensions of the transitions in
Eurasia, maps the current trends in formal and infor-
mal gender politics, discusses their emergence within
transnational contexts, and finally, through a compara-
tive inquiry into four cases from across the region-the
Czech Republic, the Russian Federation, Georgia, and
Tajikistan—identifies significant variations and similari-
ties. Racioppi and O’ Sullivan See, as editors of the vol-
ume as well as authors of the introduction, provide an
excellent integrative conceptual framework for the en-
suing chapters—a framework that not only guides the
readers through the thematic universe of the book but
also offers an analytical toolkit for a generous yet crit-
ical engagement with the individual contributions. For
instance, Racioppi and O’Sullivan See’s analysis of lo-
cal and transnational women’s groups mobilizing in re-
sponse to “the deteriorating position of women and their
families” after the state retreat from the realm of social
services provision counterbalances the contributors’ ten-
dency to focus their attention on legislation, public poli-
cies, or institutional analysis and enables the recognition
of creative modes of action and mobilization of resources
in response to social, political, cultural, and economic
challenges.[1]

Barbara Einhorn’s “Democratization, Nationalism
and Citizenship: The Challenge of Gender” is the open-
ing chapter of the first section of the book, which, as pre-
viously mentioned, is concerned with Central and East-
ern Europe (CEE). Interspersing a solid theoretical ex-
amination of the paradigmatic underpinnings of citizen-
ship within the socialist and liberal models with an anal-
ysis of emerging nationalist and free-market discourses
throughout the CEE, Einhorn demonstrates the incom-
patibility between EU’s neoliberal capitalist economic
agenda and its stated commitments to gender equal-
ity/equal opportunity and gender mainstreaming. Her
analysis tempers celebratory impetuses in response to
widely circulated constructions of the European Union
as an unproblematic agent of democratization and eco-
nomic growth. Einhorn concludes that the EU represents
a system within which it is “structurally unlikely that
gender equity can be adequately addressed” as it “priori-
tizes the market and economic development over gender-
equitable political representation,” reduces “civil society
activism to a form of social provision,” and naturalizes
the step backward “from the assumption of full-time paid
work for women as an accepted societal norm, to a situa-
tion where much of women’s work is socially necessary
but unpaid and rendered invisible” (p. 58).

Einhorn’s argument stands in analytical tension with

the angle that Amanda Sloat develops in the second chap-
ter of the collection, “The Influence of European Union
Legislation on Gender Equality in Central and Eastern
Europe” Similarly to Einhorn’s analyses, Sloat opts for
the scale of the CEE as the unit of analysis for her
research. Her examination of gender equality effects
produced by EU pressures for legislative harmonization
and CEE compliance with the acquis communautaire is
grounded in a multi-method engagement with statistical
data, interviews, and a comparative analysis of gender
sensitive legislation pre- and post-1989 in two national
contexts: Romania’s legislative framework for maternity
leave and Czech Republic’s legislative practices in rela-
tion to the burden of proof in sex discrimination cases.
Sloat discusses new forms of discrimination and patriar-
chal attitudes emerging within complex assemblages of
political and socioeconomic transition. In spite of an im-
pressively layered methodology, the language that the
author chooses to render her findings positions the EU
as a sole emancipatory force, and thus overlooks the dif-
ferent histories, trajectories, strategies, goals, local ini-
tiatives, instances of negotiation, and resistances that the
accessing countries brought into processes that preceded
the 2004 and 2007 EU enlargements. (Examples of lan-
guage that articulates the EU as the agent of change and
the CEE countries as passive recipients of reforms are:
“aspirant governments were obliged to implement all so-
cial, economic, and legal “chapters” of EU legislation” (p.
70); “These directives eliminated the majority of discrim-
inatory provisions remaining from socialist period. They
also introduced some novel measures.... The Maastricht
Treaty (1992) obliged member states to promote equal-
ity between the sexes and to ensure equal pay for equal
work” (p. 71); and “The major impact of the introduc-
tion of European equality legislation has been provid-
ing social actors with a more precise definition of equal
opportunity provisions, as the EU forced the creation
of non-discrimination frameworks that predominantly
male governments might otherwise have neglected” (p.
81).

Eniko Magyari-Vincze’s “Public Policies as Vehicles
of Social Exclusion: The Case of Romani Women’s Access
to Reproductive Health in Romania” concludes the sec-
tion dedicated to the analysis of gender politics in Cen-
tral and Eastern European countries. Magyari-Vincze’s
chapter offers a compelling intersectional analysis of dis-
courses and practices of ethnic, gender and class discrim-
ination that block the access of Romani women to “(re-
productive) health care of good quality” and render them
likely to “become victims of racist fertility control” (p.
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105).

Through multi-method research consisting of dis-
course analysis of policies of reproductive health, par-
ticipant observation, interviews and informal discus-
sion, film documentation, and multi-site ethnography
in the Boyash Gypsy community in the city of Orastie
and among local health care providers (medical commu-
nity nurses, family doctors, and gynecologists), Magyari-
Vincze uncovers the local, national, civil society, and
transnational mechanisms that shape health care policy
and in conjunction with hidden and overt cultural racism
reproduce social inequality and violate Romani women’s
rights. Qualifying her research as “anthropology of pol-
icy;” the author concludes the chapter with a series of
policy recommendations for governmental agencies, the
Ministry of Health, public health providers, and NGOs.
Notably, Magyary-Vincze states that in order to increase
Romani women’s de facto access to health care resources,
policymaking concerning Roma, and Romani women in
particular, should urgently start incorporating “Romani
women’s perspectives and experiences” (p. 104).

The second part of the collection opens with Mary
Buckeley’s transnational inquiry into the gender dimen-
sions of contemporary human trafficking. Buckeley’s
analysis is part of thematic thread that runs throughout
the section dealing with Russia, Central Asia, and the
Caucasus, namely labor migration. In the forth chapter
titled “Human Trafficking in the Twenty-First Century:
Implications for Russia, Europe, and the World,” Bucke-
ley provides a captivating transnational analysis of a con-
temporary practice that “carries serious implications for
equality, security, and human rights” for Russia, as well
as for Europe and the world. The discussion of the in-
volvement of the United States in “the war against human
traffickers” (p. 119) that opens the chapter is not only an
acknowledgement of the interconnectedness of lives and
places in a global age or an introduction to the contri-
butions of transnational NGOs; it is also an explicit ac-
knowledgement of U.S. power and influence in the shap-
ing of the so-called New World Order. Buckeley’s analy-
sis shows how contemporary global trafficking is shaped
and enabled by poverty and income disparity, new infor-
mation and communication technologies offering easier
access to crime networks and corruption, and inconsis-
tent legislation and legal enforcement resulting in a lack
or weak punishment for human traffickers, etc. Buck-
ely combines a historical survey of slavery with a multi-
method examination of the contemporary human traf-
ficking within and from Russia and Ukraine, as well as
sex trafficking to Germany and the United Kingdom. Her

research employs media analysis, inquiries into legisla-
tive and political processes, and a critical analysis of the
debates over the legalization of prostitution in order to il-
luminate human trafficking in its specificity as a form of
transformer mobility that is embedded within the illegal
operations of sex industries, global income disparities,
and the commodification of persons inherent in the busi-
ness plan of capitalist enterprises with stakes for cheap
labor (p. 140).

Nadezda Shvedova’s chapter looks at Russia’s par-
ticipation in international discussions on gender equal-
ity. Her analysis of the steps taken so far by the gov-
ernment shows that improving the social and economic
status of women takes more than a formal commitment
on the part of the Russian Federation. Shvedova’s exami-
nation of statistical data indicates a decrease in women’s
participation in labor markets, lower salaries, growing
wage inequality, occupational segregation, higher rates
of unemployment (p. 159), lesser returns on education
for women, and a feminization of poverty (p. 158). In
conjunction with “women’s limited political power, their
lesser economic status, the absence of political will,” the
author further diagnosed an increase in violence against
women and the articulation of “a social climate conducive
to gender stereotyping” (p. 163). Like other contribu-
tors to the volume, Shvedova concludes her analysis with
a discussion of the measures that she deems necessary
for redressing the inequalities that women face: better
gender statistics to document and provide information
about women’s situation, educational efforts to denatu-
ralize domestic violence and gender stereotypes, devel-
oping and implementing legal instruments that would
complement the government’s endorsement of interna-
tional norms for gender equality, harmonizing wage lev-
els, and providing greater support for child care.

While historical analysis is a methodology endorsed
by authors published in the volume, most studies re-
sort to comparative historical frameworks that delineate
and counterpose two eras: the socialist and post-socialist
era in Einhorn, the pre- and post-89 years, or, alterna-
tively, under communism and throughout EU accession
in Sloan, until and after the collapse of the state socialism
systems in Buckle, and finally, during and after the Soviet
era in Shvedova, Gunes-Ayata, Usmanova, and Fayzyl-
laeva. Due to its historical focus on pre-Soviet times,
Timur Kocaoglu’s chapter “The Past as Prologue? Chal-
lenging the Myth of the Subordinated, Docile Woman in
Muslim Central Eurasia” might seem at first sight the odd
piece in the collection. Kocaoglu’s research dismantles
the mythology that constructs the Soviet reforms as the
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sole forces at work for the emancipation of women in
Central Asia and thus reifies Muslim Central Eurasian
women as objects of Soviet modernization and emancipa-
tion. The historical recovery of the life stories of several
reformist women and men active socially and politically
at the end of the nineteenth century and the beginning
of the twentieth, and the analysis of literary texts au-
thored by Muslim reformists enable Kocaoglu to demon-
strate that the efforts of the Muslim reformist intellec-
tuals resulted in noteworthy gender emancipatory out-
comes such “granting women the right to vote and to be
elected” (p.199). According to the author, such initiatives
ultimately “laid the groundwork for many of the Soviet-
era policies on women’s behalf” (p. 170).

In their chapter, “Gendered Politics in Transitional
Societies: A Comparative Perspective on Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgystan, and Uzbekistan” Ayse Gunes-
Ayata and Ayca Ergun undertake a comparative analy-
sis with the aim of identifying the assemblages of factors
responsible for the post-Soviet deterioration in women’s
status. The research is premised on the idea that the
collapse of the Soviet Union has had different impacts
on each of the states analyzed and that gender repre-
sents a fundamental category of analysis for the under-
standing of the ongoing processes of democratization.
Through an analysis of statistical data, secondary litera-
ture, and interviews with gender experts, NGO represen-
tatives, members of international organizations, politi-
cians, and representatives of the media, the authors con-
clude that the dismantling of the social security systems
provided by the Soviet regime affected working women,
leading to a triple burden of paid employment, caretak-
ing work for elderly and children (replacing formerly
available state-provided services), and acting as “crisis
managers” of households experiencing strains of insta-
bility and poverty. The authors document a restructur-
ing of female labor markets and occupational opportu-
nities, characterized by a general deskilling of women’s
labor accompanied by some skilled employment oppor-
tunities in sectors such as private business, international
companies, and NGOs; a reconsolidation of traditional
gender roles; a concentration of women in female-coded
occupations; fewer education opportunities for women;
new demographic structures resulting from migration
and changes in life expectancy and fertility; and a sig-
nificant drop in women’s political representation as a re-
sult of the elimination of quotas. Based on their relation
to four classes of factors (ethnic diversity or ethnic ho-
mogeneity; population living in urban versus rural areas;
levels of employment, unemployment, and poverty; and

the articulation of national identities around traditional
gender roles), the countries under scrutiny are classi-
fied into two groups. Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan are
deemed to have fostered conditions more conducive to
either women’s active engagement in transition and gen-
der empowerment, due to higher ethnic diversity, more
developed urbanity, and constructions of national iden-
tity that bypass gendered expectations; conversely Azer-
baijan and Uzbekistan are considered prone to the con-
solidation of patriarchal practices due to their homoge-
neous ethnic composition, predominant rurality, lower
levels of unemployment, and the merging of stereotypi-
cal definitions of womanhood and manhood into newly
fashioned patriarchal constructions of national identity.

As already mentioned, migration is a dominant an-
alytical theme of the volume. Eleonora Fayzullaeva’s
chapter, “Labor Migration in Central Asia: Gender Chal-
lenges,” takes a transnational approach in examining this
subject through a detailed regional and historical analy-
sis of global, national, and intra-national patterns of labor
migration during and after the Soviet era. The author ar-
gues that the current trends represent “one of the most
powerful social and economic consequences of political
transition and market liberalization in Central Asia” (p.
259), which demonstrates that the experience of labor
migration is gendered, and most importantly its gender-
ing varies from country to country, based on specific
economic and social contexts. Her research of the gen-
der consequences of rural to urban migrations, the out-
migration of Tajik male laborers versus the out-migration
of female laborers from Kirgizstan, and the economic
factors that transformed Kazakhstan into a destination
country for migrants in Central Asia unveils the “devas-
tating effects of the extensive migrations on the destinies
of women in Central Asia ” (p. 259) and signals an urgent
need research for policymaking, at national and transna-
tional level, that looks beyond the alleged positive effects
of global labor migration.

The volume concludes with Zalaikho Usmanova’s
analysis of old, new, and emerging gender roles and gen-
der identities in contemporary Tajikistan. Entitled “The
Complexity and Multiplicity of Gender Identities in Cen-
tral Asia: The Case of Tajikistan,” the chapter offers a
comprehensive overview of the political, economic, and
social changes that, according to the author, have im-
pacted negatively the participation of women in the pub-
lic sphere. Usmanova’s findings concur with the findings
of the other contributors to the volume; however, her
analysis takes a step further and delves into a close inves-
tigation of the so-called reemerging traditional gender
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roles. Ousmanova demonstrates that spaces like the ma-
hallas, which are usually considered to deprive women
of agency, are in fact much more complicated in their in-
fluence on gender formations.[2] During the last decade
and within the constraints of traditional, cultural, and
religious values women have negotiated positions of in-
creased participation and influence in local power struc-
tures and public life, as mothers and heads of households,
as female clergy, and as spiritual leaders.

The volume edited by Racioppi and O’Sullivan See
has many strengths. Most notable is its wide spectrum
of methodological perspectives. The authors’ recourse to
ethnography, depth interviewing, institutional and event
case studies, archival research, meta-analysis, discourse
analysis, and ultimately their assemblage of individual
methods into innovative multi-method approaches en-
ables an understanding of gender politics in Eurasia in
terms of the many dimensions and variations across the
region. Secondly, the thematic diversity of the nine chap-
ters engages the reader’s interest, while the different an-
alytical foci and geographical scales of analysis allow the
reader to grapple with the connections among the past
conditions as well as with the current inequalities aris-
ing from new forms of globalization. Reading the chap-
ters side by side leads to the formulation of additional
questions. For instance, Kocaolgu’s historical recupera-
tion of the Muslim reformist voices from the beginning
of the twentieth century inspires an interest in genealo-
gies of current gender politics that extend back to pre-
communist times. Moreover, reading Kocaoglu, Usman-
ova, and Magyari-Vincze’s engagement with the actions
and voices of real women side by side with studies featur-
ing a rather exclusive focus on policy, legislative, and in-
stitutional analysis spurs questions about the meanings,
mobilizations, and changes emerging at grassroots level
within the latter contexts.

Besides the inquiries that it inspires, Gender Poli-
tics in Eurasia does leave certain questions unanswered.
First of all, the term “transition” begs unpacking. Its
implicit meaning denotes the passage from communism
(always rendered as coextensive with state-run, planned
economies and undemocratic governance) to free-market
capitalism and democracy. The ideology of transition
constructs the embracing of capitalism as an unprob-
lematic global goal and forecloses the imagining of al-
ternatives futures. Within the current political imagi-
nary, this process of closure also renders the West as
homogeneously wealthy, thus masking its own race and
gender inequalities and obliterating, in Chandra Talpade
Monhanty’s terms, “how capitalist production relations

are built upon the back of women workers defined as
wives”’[3] When the EU is portrayed unquestionably as
the post-89 force of gender emancipation, what is left un-
addressed is the role that the EU, alongside local govern-
ments and financial regulatory organizations such as the
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, played
in setting the scene of the current inequalities through
the imposition of austerity measures, privatization of ser-
vices, and job market restructuring. Einhorn theorizes
in the opening of this volume the EU’s incongruous re-
lationship with an agenda of gender equality. Follow-
ing her argument, researchers have to move beyond the
mere documentation of women’s situation at two mo-
ments set twenty years apart in time and start theoriz-
ing the relationships between the loss of social welfare,
job security, and education opportunities and the much-
desired capitalism that constitutes the terminus of Eura-
sia’s transition. In addition, the conditions of generaliza-
tion in the cases where research findings are extrapolated
from particular national case studies to the level of re-
gions such as Central and Eastern Europe (Slaot’s piece)
or Central Asia (Kacaoglu’s piece) need further clarifica-
tion. Transnational feminist inquiries that stop at identi-
fying similarities among national gender regimes run the
risk of glossing over important local details and of overly
general conclusions. Transnational approaches that ex-
amine transformations within national boundaries under
the impact of transnational economic, cultural, and tech-
nological shifts (Magyary-Vincze’s and Buckley’s anal-
yses) bypass such limitations by demonstrating that in
spite of international norms for gender equality, transna-
tional networks of nongovernmental organizations, in-
creased global interconnectedness and the now global
expansion of capitalism, have given rise to new gender
identities, differences, and inequalities that according to
Inderpal Grewal and Caren Kaplan “arise from new forms
of globalization as well as from older histories of colonial-
ism and racism.’[4]

Overall, Gender Politics in Post-Communist Eurasia
provides a detailed description of the major gender in-
equalities experienced by the women in the region. The
volume also presents analyses of legislation and poli-
cies attempting to address these issues and thus makes
for engaging and useful reading for graduate students
in women’s studies, European studies, and public policy
studies.

Notes

[1]. Joanna Regulska, Jasmina Lukic, and Darja Za-
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tral and Eastern Europe, ed. Jasmina Lukic, Joanna Regul-
ska, and Darja Zavirsek (Farnham: Ashgate Publishing
Ltd, 2006), 1-4.

[2]. According to Usmanova, mahallas are small com-
munities consisting of up to three hundred households.
They maintain traditional ways of community life and
family organization.

[3]. Chandra Talpade Mohanty, “Women Workers

and Capitalist Scripts: Ideologies of Dominations, Com-
mon Interests, and the Politics of Solidarity,” in The So-
cialist Feminist Project. A Contemporary Reader in Theory
and Politics, ed. Nancy Holmstrom (New York: Monthly
Review Press, 2002), 163.
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example of a farce performed about 1838, A. Chod-
zko, Théitre persan, Paris 1878, pp. x-xiv).

A special type of popular theatre was known as
bakkal-bazi because the play’s main character was a
rich grocer who claimed to be a hadidii and was made
fun of by his insolent servant. The latter was often
represented as a negro, and plays in which he
appeared in a major role were also called siyah-bazi. A
variety show including various kinds of entertainment
is the ri-hawdr or takht-i hawdr, which derives its name
from the stage where it was commonly performed: a
platform on a pond in the courtyard of a house. Occa-
sions when the artists could be summoned, such as
weddings and circumcisions, were especially impor-
tant days in the life of a family. Popular theatre also
attracted the attention of the court, where perfor-
mances are on record from the time of the Zand
dynasty onwards. Under Nasir al-Din Shah, the
favourite court-jester Karim Shira’T led a group who
performed bakkal-bazis. Plays were also enacted in tea-
houses and, in the present century, in small theatres,
notably at Tehran.

In spite of its great popularity, popular drama was
always under attack from the side of the religiously
minded. In the thirties of this century, the govern-
ment, suspicious of the satire of the popular per-
formers, tried to censure it by demanding that scripts
should be made and submitted to the authorites
beforehand. Perhaps its most formidable opponent,
however, presented itself in the form of modern enter-
tainment as offered by cinema and television. Yet the
oral tradition of drama somehow managed to survive
long enough to make its impact on the development of
modern drama.

The theatrical arts were an element of such promi-
nence in Western civilisation during the 19th century
that they could not fail to impress Iranians who
travelled to the West, including Nasir al-Din Shah
himself. In comparison with other countries in the
Middle East, however, the introduction of Western-
style drama to Iran proceeded at a very slow pace.
The only instance of a theatre fitted up to stage
modern plays before the end of the century was an
auditorium in the building of the Dar al-Funin at
Tehran. It was used merely for private performances
attended by the Shah and his retinue, and even these
were discontinued after some time. Plays by Moliére
were the first to be translated, or rather adapted to a
Persian audience: Guzarish-i mardumguriz (Le Misan-
thrope) was published at Istanbul 1286/1869-70 (cf.

Browne, LHP, iv, 459-62); other early translations were.

Tabib-i idibari (Le Médecin malgré lui) and Gidy
(L’ Etourdr).

A separate development was the use of drama as a
medium for criticism about social conditions and the
spread of modern ideas. The anonymous Bakkal-bazi
dar hudir, which contains comments on the
administrative reforms introduced by Mirza Husayn
Khan Sipahsalar (1871-3) and has been preserved in
a written form, shows how drama of the traditional
type could be used in this manner. Much more impor-
tant was the example set by Mirza Fath-‘All Akhund-
zada [¢.v.] who between 1850 and 1855 wrote six com-
edies in the Turkish of Adharbaydjan. In Tiflis he was’
in close contact with the Russian tradition of drama,
which contained an influential strain of critical com-
edy, its most famous product being Gogol’s The
Inspector (1834). The plays of Akhundzada were
translated into Persian by Mirza Dja‘far
Karadjadaghi, who in his preface stressed their educa-
tional intent. The translations appeared first at
Tehran (1291/1874) and were subsequently edited as

well as translated in Europe by several scholars (cf.
Browne, iv, 462; see also H. W. Brands, Azer-
baidschanisches Volksleben und modernistische Tendenz in den
Schauspielen Mirza Feth-‘Ali Abundzade's (1812-1878),
’s-Gravenhage-Wiesbaden 1958). The foreign interest
in Karadjadaghi’s translations was roused in par-
ticular by his use of colloquial Persian. Most Western
editions are for that reason accompanied by
vocabularies.

For a long time, Malkum Khan [g.0.] was regarded
as the author of three original Persian plays, the
publication of which began in the newspaper ltthad
(Tabriz 1326/1908) but was left unfinished (cf. E. G.
Browne, The press and poetry of modern Persia, Gam-
bridge 1914, 34); a complete edition based on a ms.
then owned by Fr. von Rosen appeared at Berlin,
Kaviyani Press, 1340/1921-2. The discovery of a let-
ter by Akhundzada preserved in the Akhundov
Archive at Baku has made it more than likely that the
recipient of this letter was the real author. He was
Mirza Aka Tabrizi, a Persian secretary at the French
embassy in Tehran. The plays must have been written
already about 1870 (cf. A. E. Ibrahimov and H.
Mémédzadé, Trudi Instituta Yazika i Literaturi imen:
Nizami, ix, Baku 1956; Guseyni Abul’Fas, in Narodov
Azit i Afriki [1965-6], 142-5; see also H. Evans, in Cen-
tral Asian Review, xv [1967], 21-5; G. Scarcia, in OM,
xlvii/2-3 [1967], 248-66). The plays satirise the
political conditions in Kadjar Iran, especially the
oppression exerted by local governors and their cor-
ruption. Tabrizi gave them lengthy titles, which in an
abbreviated form run as follows: (1) Sargudhasht-i
Ashraf-Khan hakim-i ‘Arabistan dar aypam-i tawakkuf-i @
dar Tihran...; (2) Tarika-yi hukamat-i Zaman Khan-i
Buradjirdi... (3) Hikayat-i Karbala raftan-i Shah-kult
Mirza. .. wa tawakkuf-i cand riza dar Kirmanshahan. .. (the
plays were recently published by H. Sadik, together
with two others by the same author, Tehran
2536/1977; they were translated into French by A.
Bricteux, Les comédies de Malkom Khan, Liege 1933,
and into Italian by G. Scarcia, Tre commedie, Rome
1967). They are closet dramas written without much
concern for the requirements of theatrical per-
formance.

The beginning of theatricals performed in public
cannot be dated earlier than the first decade of this
century. Tabriz seems to have preceded other cities.
The Russian consul B. Nikitine saw performances at
Raght in 1912. They included at least one original
Persian play, on the problem of alcoholism. The
female parts were played by men (Irant ki man shinakhta
am, Tehran 1329/1951, 127-8). In the capital,
theatrical activities started about the same time.
Among the first companies which gave regular perfor-
mances were Kamidi-yi Iran (1915), led by Sayyid ‘Ali
Nasr, and the drama section of Iran-i djawan (1921),
an organisation of progressive intellectuals. The
Kiamidi-yi mizikal (1919) brought musical shows on the
stage which were modelled on shows performed in
Caucasian Russia. Non-Muslims were at this stage
very prominent in the Iranian theatre. From their
midst came especially the female actors, as the
religious objections to the appearance of Muslim
women on the stage were still very strong.

Although translated plays continued to hold their
important place in the répertoire of the Iranian com-
panies, original plays were also produced. The bi-
weekly magazine Ti%atr published already in 1908
dialogues which criticised the government. A
playwright of the earliest period was Ahmad
Mahmauadi, also known as Kamal al-Wizara (1875-
1930). In his Hadidji Riya’i Khan he presented a Per-
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sian Tartuffe, and in Ustad Nawriiz-i pambadiiz a type

similar to the bakkal of the popular farce. Hasan
Mukaddam (1898-1925) published, under the name
CAli Nawriiz, his Dja%ar-Khan az Firang amada. This
successful comedy ridicules the type of the westernis-
ing Iranian (cf. I. Djamshidi, Hasan Mukaddam wa
Dja’far Khan az Firang amada, Tehran 1357/1978 repr.
Oakland 1984, with a French translation by the
author himself). Its first performance at the Grand
Hotel, Tehran, on 23 March 1922, was an important
event in the history of the modern theatre in Iran. The
drama was used as a literary genre by the poet
Muhammad Rida Mirzada ‘Ishki (1894-1924) for
works like Idi’al, Kafan-i siyah and the ‘‘opera’’
Rastakhiz. Sadik Hidayat [g.v.] and many others wrote
plays on episodes from the History of Iran. Notable as
a playwright was also Dhabih Bihraz (1891-1971).

Under the Pahlawi régime, the theatre was sub-
jected to censorship, but it also received for the first
time official recognition as an important section of
modern Iranian culture. In 1939 a college for the
training of actors, the Hunaristan-i hunarmandin, was
founded. The leading personality of the theatre in
Iran during the Rida Shah period was the actor and
playwright Sayyid “Ali Nasr (d. 1961). A similar role
was later played by ‘Abd al-Husayn Nasghin (1905-70)
who was active as a director and a translator of foreign
drama, and wrote the handbook Hunar-i t:°atr (1952).

The rise of the cinema and afterwards of television
in Iran broadened the scope of the dramatic arts.
Together with the theatre, they benefited from the
remarkable flourishing of these arts, which took off in
the 1960s and continued until the revolutionary tur-
moil began about a decade later. The promotion of
indigenous theatre became a matter of official con-
cern. A special department (Idara-yi ti’atr), which
became a part of the Ministry of Culture and Arts,
was created for this purpose. Dramatic education at
an academic level was introduced in Tehran and the
production of original Persian plays was encouraged.
Shahin Sarkisiyyan, Ali Nasiriyyan, “Abbas Djawan-
mard and Bizhan Mufid were prominent stage direc-
tors and theatrical leaders. They also write a number
of new plays based either on modern Persian
literature (e.g. the short stories of Sadik Hidayat) or
popular theatre, from which the type of the black
clown (sipah) was borrowed. Mufid’s Shahr-i kissa
(1968) is a social satire based on children’s stories, and
put on stage with the use of animal masks. Active in
all fields of drama were Bahram Bayda’i and Ghulam-
Husayn Sadight (1935-85), a distinguished writer of
short stories who under the name Gawhar Murad wrote
many plays and film scripts.

The facilities for dramatic productions were
enlarged through the opening of new auditoriums at
Tehran and Isfahan. Of particular importance was
the Festival of Arts (Djashn-i Hunar) of Shiraz (1967-
76), organised at the initiative of the National Iranian
Television. It brought leading foreign directors to
Iran, where they received the opportunity to stage
experimental theatre of the most advanced kind. At
the same time, special symposia on national drama
were held featuring the epic tradition, the passion play
and popular traditions. Another offshoot of the
Festival was a theatre workshop (Kargah-i namayish).
The Iranian film attracted a great amount of attention
at international festivals during the 1970s.

The Islamic revolution of 1979 changed the course
of these developments considerably, but did not bring
the dramatic activities in Iran to a standstill. They
have also been continued outside the country by
emigrants, especially in the United States.

Bibliography : The best survey of indigenous
drama is Bahram Bayda’i, Namayish dar Iran,
Tehran 1344/1965 (a new and revised edition has
been announced). See further: Y. N. Marr, Koecto
o Péhlévan kécele i drugikh vidakh narodnogo leatra v Per-
sit, in Iran, i (1928), 75-88; R. A. Galunov,
Pakhlavan Kaéal’ - persidskiy petrushki, in Iran, ii
(1928), 25-74; idem, Khéymé shab bazi - persidskiy teatr
marionetok, in Iran, iii (1929), 1-50; idem, Ma’riké
girt, in Iran, iii (1929), 94-106; idem, Narodniy tealr
Irana, in Sovetskaya Etnografiya, 1936/4-5, 55-83; M.
Rezvani, Le thédtre et la danse en Iran, Paris 1962
(repr. 1981); J. Cejpek, Dramatic folk-literature in
Iran, in J. Rypka et alii, History of Iranian Literature,
Dordrecht 1968, 682-93; U. Gehrke and H.
Mehner, Iran. Natur-Bevilkerung-Geschichte-Kultur-
Staat-Wirtschaft, Tibingen-Basel 1975, 101-4; Y.
Aryanpiir, Az Saba ta Nima, Tehran 2535/1976, i,
325-66, ii, 288-315; M. Istilami, Barrasi-yi
adabiyyat-i imriiz-i Iran, Tehran 2535/1976, 155-70;
M. H. Farahnakianpoor, 4 survey of dramatic activity
in Iran from 1850 to 1950, Brigham Young Univer-
sity 1977 (diss.; ed. University Microfilms Interna-
tional, Ann Arbor 1979); W. O. Beeman, 4 full
arena: the development and meaning of popular performance
traditions in Iran, in M. E. Bonine and N. R. Ked-
die, eds., Modern Iran. The dialectics of continuity and
change, Albany 1981, 361-81; idem, Why do they
laugh?, in Journal of American Folklore, xliv (1981),
506-26; idem, Culture, performance and communication
in Iran, Tokyo 1982; F. Gaffary, Evolution of rituals
and theatre in Iran, in Iranian Studies, xvii/4 (1984),
361-89; idem, Secular theatre, in L. P. Elwell-Sutton,
ed., Bibliographical guide to Iran, Brighton 1983, 343-
4. Abstracta Iranica has had a special section on
music and theatrical arts since vol. v (1982).

(J. T. P. pE Brurn)

5. In Central Asia and Afghanistan.

Islamic ~ Central =~ Asia—Western  Turkistan
including Kazakstan, Eastern Turkistan (Shinjiang)
encompassing the area of the present Uyghur
Autonomous Province, Afghanistan and contiguous
territory where Islam was or is professed and Central
Asian Iranian or Turkic languages are spoken—has
known three main types of theatre. Oral folk art prob-
ably pervaded the region long before the advent of
Islam, although documentation is as yet unavailable
to prove it. Muslim religious drama, known especially
to Shi‘s [see TA zivA], received performance as late as
the end of the 19th century in certain areas. Modern
indigenous drama and theatre using written scripts,
fixed stages and enclosed auditoria began activity
within the region no earlier than the second decade of
the 20th century.

Historical precedents for organised, formal
theatrical presentations long existed in the region. A
great, 35-tier, semi-circular outdoor Greek theatre
was built and ruins survive at Ay Khanum, a fortified
capital city located on the left bank of the Oxus River
(Ami Darya) at the confluence of the Kokéa River
under the Greco-Bactrian Kingdom in the 3rd-2nd
centuries B.C. Additional archaeological finds from
the vicinity of Termez (Tirmidh) and Bukhara—in
the form of Hellenic carvings, dishes, frescoes and
sculptures dating from the 1st to 8th centuries
A.D.—have depicted the head of Dionysus, the
youthful god, patron of drama and wine, as well as
musicians playing harps, drums and local stringed
instruments. A ceramic ossuary dated to the early
centuries A.D. unearthed at Afrasiyab, near
Samarkand, shows the clear depiction of several actors
holding tragic masks. A comic figure originated from
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the same sites. More direct evidence for theatrical life
in that period is difficult to come upon. No clear
evidence has been reported conclusively linking that
ancient legacy with the development of indigenous
Central Asian theatre art in the Islamic epoch, begin-
ning there no earlier than the 1st/7th century in
western Central Asia. It has been surmised that the
obligatory attributes of recent folk performers from
Kh¥arazm known to follow the oldest traditions of
miskhdribdz (clown) art in Central Asia—such as the
goatskin mask and two-horned, cone-shaped or
simply dishevelled cap of goat’s wool—refer to the
ancient Dionysian cult, and particularly to the 5th-6th
centuries A.D. in Kh%arazm. (L. A. Avdeeva, in
Uzbekskii  sovetskiii  teatr, Tashkent, Izdatel’stvo
““Nauka’> Uzbekskoy SSR, 1966, 22, 18; Annaya F.
Korsakova,  Uzbekskii  opernyi  teatr, Tashkent,
Gosudarstvennoe. Izdatel’stvo Khudozhestvennoy
Literaturi, 1961, figure facing p. 24, 33).

Oral folk art. Undoubtedly the oldest con-
tinuous forms of Central Asia theatre still existing late
in the 20th century belonged to the folk tradition. At
their most uncomplicated level came performances by
bear trainers, jugglers, stilt walkers, wrestlers and
acrobats, horsemen, slight-of-hand artists, balancing
artists, animal imitators and dancers. The last two
categories often differed from the other entertainers
by representing imagined actions to an audience
rather than merely executing certain practiced skills.
From at least the 9th/15th century onwards in Harat
and Samarkand, the existence of the mdddah [see
MEDDAH] is recorded. He was a professional story
teller who, with gesture and facial expression, added
action to words with an extensive repertory of saint’s
lives, legends and tales told in public. Several
storytellers continued actively to render their
dramatic oral narratives as late as the reign of the
Amir ‘Abd al-Ahad of Bukhara (1885-1910) in towns
such as Mazar-i Sharif, Afghanistan (Muhsin H.
Qadiraw, Ozbek khilk tamashd siniti, Tashkent,
“Okituwei’, 1981, 8).

Puppeteers went even further in the direction of
dramatisation. One of the two best-known varieties of
puppet theatre seen in Central Asia was cadirkhdyal, a
marionette show with full-bodied miniature
koghiréakldr (marionettes) suspended and activated
from above on strings. The second sort of puppet,
usually a half-torso figure, was manipulated from
below by the hand of the kol koghiréakbaz (puppeteer).
Both kinds of shows presented in confined space the
interactions of lively figures whose sounds or words
came from behind the scene, uttered by the puppet
master, who sometimes talked through a tube or thin
disk in order to alter his voice for different puppets.
Musicians habitually accompanied both puppet
shows. Rather elaborate playlets could be offered by
accomplished puppeteers. Well-known to Western
Turkistanis were the hand-puppet characters, long-
nosed (and therefore un-Central Asian and
“‘ridiculous’’) Palwan Kac¢al, also to be found in Iran,
and his wife, Puéukkhan-ayim or Bi¢e Khanim-ayim,
with their marital squabbles. One marionette play,
called Sarkardaldr (‘‘The mighty ones’’), has a certain
Karparman acting as master of ceremonies at a royal
gathering. He requires the chieftains, who enter the
scene one after another in order of increasingly high
rank, to announce themselves. The chief figure is the
Yasawul, a Cossack officer embodying the Tsarist
Russian administration, and there is a drunk who also
shows Christians in a repulsive condition (T. Menzel,
Meddah, Schattentheater und Orta Ojunu, Prague 1941,
37-41; Avdeeva, 66-8). Then begins a spectacle within

the shows, as the powerful men observe monkey
trainers, various sensuous dancers in costume, and a
military parade. At the end, a devil sometimes
abruptly rushes these high-ranking sinners off to
Hades in punishment for watching idle, profane
theatricals. Puppet theatre came rather late to the
Afghanistan of ‘Abd al-Rahman Khan (1880-1901)
[g..] from Bukhara and Samarkand, whence a court
storyteller brought it and called it butley bawz (‘‘puppet
play”’), from the Urdu. For this show, the storyteller
invented the long-popular females, Onion Lady and
Lady Sweet (S. Heuisler, Two years and two months of
involvement with theatre in Afghanistan, Mimeographed
Essay, Kabul, 18 Jan. 1975, 4). This emphasis upon
movement and brusque gesture to entertain viewers
was carried over to a notable degree into skits and
farces by human actors in folk theatricals. Among
Central Asians a form of timasha (‘‘show’’) could be
seen that edged much closer than other folk art to
modern comedy.

Typical was the short play, Ra’s (‘““The Keeper of
morals’’), in which a governor’s beadle, the main
figure, enforces the injunctions of religion and keeps
order as well as verifying the correctness of weights
and measures in the marketplace. The keeper of
morals suddenly appears in a bazaar, creating con-
sternation among shopkeepers and tradesmen, who
must submit their scales and measuring rods to his
men for inspection. Violators bribe the officials
flagrantly. In both Tajik and Uzbek versions of The
keeper of morals, the traits of a semi-amateur folk perfor-
mance are well exemplified. Flexible, unstable
dialogue typifies the improvisation in the absence of
any written script. Audience volunteers and other,
less-experienced performers are openly coached
during a show by the master of the troupe. The comic
vein is almost invariably ribald, and the subject of the
skit confined to everyday activity in town or coun-
tryside. No specific site or stage was used or needed
for the presentation. This brief comedy placed
emphasis, like the puppet shows, upon slapstick, pan-
tomime, and stock characters. The skit depended for
its effect largely upon minimal, repeated variants of
one action. In The Keeper of morals, peddler after ped-
dler encounters the same treatment at the hands of
inspectors. The action moves forward through reitera-
tion and rough jokes made at the expense of offenders
publicly humiliated and by the surprisingly varied
sorts of bribes offered to ward off extortion. The
second part of the same farce portrays the keeper of
morals similarly cross-examining hapless Muslims
concerning their religious duties and the obligatory
rituals, and meting out harsh discipline for infractions
(Nizam Nurdzhanov, Tadzhikskii narodnyi teatr,
Moscow: Izdatel’stvo Akademii Nauk SSSR, 1956,
145-50, 309-14; Muhsin Qadiraw, Ozbek khalk aghzik:
drimdsi, Tashkent, Uzbekistan SSR  Fanlar
Akéademiyasi, Nashriyati, 1963, 57-63).

The many playlets extant differed greatly in size of
cast. The Keeper of morals used as many as 50 per-
formers, but some required only one or two. Many
received command performances at the Central Asian
courts, and most diverted townspeople or villagers as
late as the early 20th century. A sizeable troupe of
kizikcis (buffoons) at the Kokan (Khokand) court of
“Umar Khan (1809-22) was led by a star, Bedashim.
Succeeding generations of buffoons consider him to be
their patron and founding father. (Uzbekii sovetskit
teatr, 1, 1966, 47). Troupes of buffoons were main-
tained also at the Khivan and Bukharan courts,
except during the reign of an amir or khan whose piety
prompted a ban on public theatricals. In Kashghar,
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under Ya‘kab Beg (1865-77) [¢.v.], the 7a’s and his
mubhtasibs strictly enforced the Shari‘at. They actively
prevented mimes, storytellers and actors from diver-
ting bazaar-goers. Before Ya‘kub Beg’s day. Chinese
administrators had allowed all sorts of amusements
there (D. Boulger, Central Asian questions, London
1878, 6). Popular folk plays included Uplinish (‘‘The
wedding’’), humorously revealing a bridgeroom’s
reluctance to start life with an unknown woman,
especially when it is discovered at the unveiling that
she is not the promised bride. Another favourite skit,
Zirkakil (‘‘Golden tresses’’), portrays forbidden
dances and rituals engaged in by a group of men and
women. They make their bacchanal so alluring that
even the keeper of morals sent to censure them joins
in the festivities. In AMudirris (‘“The seminary
teacher’’), the vices of a Marghilan schoolman
become the subject of the farce. Mazar (‘“The tomb’’)
turns on the interaction between a venal custodian of
a sacred shrine and women and men who bring offer-
ings to the saint buried there.

Plays in this genre depended for their appeal not
only upon the familiar themes but upon theatrical
style and verve of the performers, as well as on special
effects utilising such devices as flashes of gunpowder,
fire, the antics of animals imitated by human per-
formers, and stylised, rudimentary costuming. Most
of these playlets would not have required more than
20 minutes to perform unless the characteristic repeti-
tions were greatly multiplied. Their bawdy nature
and irreverence offended the strict religious leaders of
the capitals and repelled the urban literati with their
crudity. Thus although folk theatre prepared the way
for new developments in Central Asian stage activity
by whetting an appetite among the public for more
plays, it also created obstacles and provoked prohibi-
tions which affected what was to follow.

Muslim religious drama. Strictly speaking,
Muslim miracle plays also constituted a part of folk
theatre, but their content and tone made a significant
difference between the two genres and set religious
drama far apart from the folk comedy found in Cen-
tral Asia. Performances of mystery plays associated
with the Shi‘T holy festival during the first ten days of
al-Muharram have been reported in Central Asia
relatively seldom. This is because the region has
remained almost entirely Sunni beginning from
around the 4th/11th century. The earliest presenta-
tions of Muslim mystery plays anywhere are conven-
tionally dated to the mid-18th century in Iran (P. J.
Chelkowski, Taziyeh: indigenous avani-garde theatre of
Iran, in Tazipeh. Ritual and drama in Iran, ed. idem,
New York University Press and Soroush Press, n.p.
1979, 4). None seems to be attested in Central Asia
before the late 1200s/1800s. But in at least three
zones—in Turkmenistan along the Iranian frontier;
in the Farghana valley; and in the city of Bukhara and
its environs—ShiT ritual ceremonies connected with
‘Ashura received much attention in the 13th-
14th/19th-20th centuries. Descendants of over 30,000
Persians had been transferred to the Uzbek-Tajik
state of Bukhara after Shah Murad (1785-1800) cap-
tured and devastated Merv (Marw) in 1790. They
augmented an existing core of mainly enslaved Shi‘t
population already there. As late as January 1910,
bloody riots erupted in the city of Bukhara when Shit
processions, usually confined to the Persian quarter,
moved by permission of a ShiT Kushbegi (Prime
minister) through Sunni sections of the city during
‘Ashara. They very likely performed mystery plays on
that occasion as well. Not far from Bukhara city was
a well-known Persian garden called Asharakhani,

whose name meant that it was a place connected with
rites linked to the martyrdom of Husayn, grandson of
the Prophet Muhammad (Sadriddin  Aini,
Vospominanipa, =~ Moscow-Leningrad:  Izdatel’stvo
Akademii Nauk SSSR, 1960, 1021; G. Tsvilling,
Bukharskaya smuta, in Srednyaya Aziya, no. 2 [Feb.
1910], 79-95; O. A. Sukhareva, Islam v Uzbekistane,
Tashkent: Izdatel’stvo Akademii Nauk Uzbekskoy
SSR, 1960, 27-8). In the Farghana valley among
Sunni Muslims, performances consisted mostly of
readings, recitations, and ritual feasting, but atins
(women mourners), especially, were famed for their
eloquence during “Ashura in dramatically rendering
poetry devoted to Hasan and Husayn. Certainly, the
people of southwestern Tekke Turkmen villages such
as Muhammadabad or Derguez in the holy days fol-
lowed extended daily presentations of the mystery
plays. Known as shabih (‘‘imitation’’), among them,
and as #a%zya in Iran and India, the episodes attracted
fascinated attention of all villagers. These perfor-
mances, with lines chanted in Turkmen—one source
who observed the plays between 1878-81 says that
they were in Caghatay—were offered by professional
players who travelled from town to town during al-
Muharram (E. O’Donovan, The Merv Oasis, London
1882, ii, 40-50).

The main segments of this cycle portray the suffer-
ing of Hasan, Husayn, adolescent Kasim the
bridegroom, and other members of the Muslim Holy
Family and their offspring and retinue. The martyr-
dom of Husayn, in particular, the bereavement of
their women, and the death of some children in the
unequal battle on the field at Karbala’ in 60/680,
comprise the central theme of the drama. Besides the
sacred religious power of these episodes, tremen-
dously effective theatrical use is made in them of
physical suffering, acute thirst and hunger, personal
sacrifice and loss, heroism, and inevitable human
destruction. European witnesses have declared that
these village presentations offered the most realistic
acting the outsiders had ever seen (O’Donovan, ii,
42). Nevertheless, the producers and performers
firmly rejected the notion that the shabih qualified as
drama and theatre at all. If universal participation of
those off-stage in such ritualistic performances
deprives these presentations of a separated audience
to watch without acting, and if that lack thus removes
the requirement obligatory for theatre, the Central

Asians may be justified in distinguishing such celebra-’

tions from what they otherwise call ‘“‘theatre’’. No
serious person denies that the Islamic mystery or
miracle play, as it is designated in Western literature,
exerts dramatic force and theatrical effect upon both
Muslim and non-Muslim. Notwithstanding this fact,
no vestige of this precedent, except possibly in
historical tragedy, seems to have carried over into the
new drama and stage that overlapped chronologically
with it in Central Asia.

Modern drama and theatre. Nearly all forms
of theatre known actively to the region began to coex-
ist in the civilisation of Central Asia once the modern
genre appeared. That innovation occurred separately
in the three main sectors of the region only after the
first decade of the 20th century. TWwo factors delayed
adoption of the new theatre by Central Asians long
after visiting troupes began touring in Tashkent and
other cities of the Tsarist Russian sector. Racy folk
skits had given ‘‘theatre’’ in Central Asia a bad name
in polite society. In addition, the Armenian or Rus-
sian troupes that acted there after the Russian con-
quest in 1865 were not merely Christian but included
women who showed their faces openly. Only after
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Azerbaijani and Tatar troupes brought their all-male,
Muslim casts and plays to Western Turkistan’s cities
were educated Central Asians able to accept
European-style drama and theatre as their own
institution. Central Asian women initially performed
on stage in Tashkent and Samarkand, when several
actresses were recruited as trainees for the Model
Uzbek Troupe established in December 1920.
Women could not act publicly in Kabul theatres until
1959, much later than they went on stage in Kashghar
and Uruméi in Eastern Turkistan, where, following
Societ Central Asian models, they freely played roles
beginning around the mid-1930s.

Modern indigenous drama and theatre of the
region drew its initial audience in Samarkand, Rus-
sian Turkistan, in January 1914. Padarkush yakhud
okumagan balaning hali (‘‘The patricide, or the plight of
an uneducated boy’’), written by the Samarkand
author Mahmid Khodja Behbudiy (1874-1919) in
1911, provided the premier performance of a play by
a local dramatist. Thereafter, the short tragedy
quickly went on tour throughout the Tsarist Russian
sector among Uzbeks, Tajiks, Uyghurs and others.
Behbudiy’s theme—the crying need for education—
became a standard subject for Central Asian
playwrights. Like some folk plays, these Djadid
(Reformist) dramas invariably focused upon some
social problem or abuse, though the Djadidis would
not have acknowledged any link with folk theatre. The
patricide influenced the entire theatrical development
for years to come by inspiring many young poets to
begin writing for the theatre. They as a rule created
didactic works meant to edify or reform the public and
its behaviour, and usually avoided politics or outright
comedy. Kolbay Toghis uli (b. and d. unknown)
wrote the first Kazak-language drama, Nadandik kar-
bandari (‘“Victims of ignorance’’), which was printed
at Ufa in 1914 and performed at Orenburg in 1916,
both towns being located in the Tatar-Bashkir sphere
at or beyond the northern fringe of Kazak territory.

The play explored serious difficulties arising among’

the nomads from the practice of polygamy, again
blaming abuses upon a lack of enlightenment in the
society. Another theme, the curse of pederasty, also
persisted in early Reformist drama and literature,
reflecting public concern over the prevalence of that
practice in the sexually segregated urban life of Cen-
tral Asia. Abdurrauf Shahidi (Shashudilin) (b. and d.
unknown), a Tatar schoolteacher living in Kokan,
wrote the play first published (1912) in the Turki
(later, ““Uzbek’’) language of southern Central Asia.
The plot of Maihrimlir (‘‘Forbidden to marry’’)
dramatised the destructive effect upon young
Turkistan boys of the organised homosexual circles in
which many were kept by older men of means.

An acknowledged follower of what was termed
Behbudiy akimi (the Behbudiy tendency), Abdullah
Kadiriy (1894-1939), chose the second most common
serious plot, after backwardness, for his drama, Bikht-
siz kupaw (*‘ The unfortunate bridegroom’’), published
in 1915 and staged the same year. In it, Kadiriy
explored the practice and often unhappy conse-
quences of arranged or forced marriage in Central
Asian life. That theme emerged, as well, in one of the
earliest original plays presented in Kabul,
Afghanistan, in the 1920s, in Izdewadje idibari (“‘A
girl’s forced marriage’’). Similar social . themes
animated the modern Uyghur theatre in Kashghar
during its first period, starting after 1933. Drug addic-
tion, polygamy, bribery, stupid pretension and forced
or arranged marriage led the list of subjects in the
Chinese sector of the region. Exposure to modern

theatre in capitals of the Near and Middle East
strengthened the conviction of reform-minded Cen-
tral Asians that the theatre offered a compelling
medium with which to educate and indoctrinate the
woefully illiterate population (96.8% of the total, on
average, in 1920) of Central Asians (E. Allworth, Cen-
tral Asian publishing and the rise of nationalism, New York
1965, 22). In 1913, for example, the disgruntled,
socially alienated Kokan poet, Hamza Héakimzada
Niyaziy (1889-1929), visited Egypt, Syria, Turkey
and Russian Azerbayjan, each of which had enjoyed
lively indigenous modern stage activity beginning in
the 1850s to the 1870s (Mamadzh Rakhmanov,
Khamza i uzbekskii teatr, Tashkent: Gosudarstvennoye
Izdatel’stvo Khudozhestkvennoy Literaturi UzSSr,
1960, 58, 70, 81). He returned to write several plays,
similarly focused upon social abuses, during 1915-16.
His works, unlike the better-known Djadid drama,
aimed not so much toward constructive persuasion
and change as at exacerbating social tension and
increasing civil strife. For this reason, Niyaziy
remained little staged and outside the mainstream of
new Central Asian dramaturgy in the initial period.
But the same antagonistic quality was to earn this pro-
Russian writer an ideological approval from Com-
munist leaders in the 1920s that persisted long after
his death. Niyaziy’s first play, the four-act Zihdrli
hayat yakhud “ishk kurbanlari (‘‘A poisoned life, or, vic-
tims of love’’), written 1915, published by the author
in 1916 at Tashkent, dramatises the anguishing forced
marriage already portrayed in Central Asian poetry,
fiction and drama. His version blames religion for
permitting the practice. The playwright staged,
directed, publicised and organised a company to act in
this tragedy in Kokan’s military assembly building at
the end of 1915. Religious controversy closed the
show and he disbanded his troupe after two perfor-
mances (Maméjan Rahmanaw, Ozbek teatri tarikhi,
Tashkent, Uzbekistan SSR ‘‘Fan’’ Nashriyati, 1968,
313-16).

Plays that avoided treating contemporary life,
usually historical dramas, in the beginning mainly
served patriotic purposes, and often ended tragically.
They started appearing about 1918, initially in the
Russian-controlled sector of the region, notably in
works written by another protégé of Behbudiy, the
prolific Bukhara author Abdurauf Abdurahim-oghli
Fitrat (1886-1937) [¢.v.]. He employed actual historic
figures from early to late mediaeval times for many
stage portraits. Fitrat composed Begijan in 1917, Abu
Muslim in 1918, Timurning saghanasi (‘‘Timur’s
mausoleun’’) in 1919, Oghuzkhan in 1919, Abul Fayz
Khan in 1924, Ispan-i Vose (‘“‘Vose’s uprising’’) in
1927, and others, either in Turki or Farsi. Like many
educated authors or poets of that period, Fitrat was
bilingual in Turkic and Iranian languages. Among his
historical dramas, only the final two, the first in
Turki, the second in Farsi, came out in print, though
troupes staged all of them in various towns of Central
Asia (V. Ya., art. Fitrat, Abdul Rauf, in BSE!, lvii, 656;
M. Rakh., art. Fitrat, in Teatral’naya Entsiklopediya’”
1967, col. 475). Historical drama rapidly spread to
other parts of Central Asia. Among the first modern
plays staged, starting in the 1920s in Afghanistan, was
Fath-i Andluz (‘“The conquest of Andalus’’), translated
from Arabic and dealing with the Moorish invasion of
southern Spain in 92/711, the very year in which Arab
forces firmly planted Islam in Bukhara. Another treat-
ment, seen in the Russian sector of Central Asia, was
Andalis songgiliri (““The last days of Andalus’). The
conquest of Andalus, along with Shahawn-i Afghan (‘“The
Afghan kings’’) were among the very first modern
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dramas staged, like most Afghan plays, in the Dart
language. King Aman Allah (1919-29) [g.v. in Suppl. |
took another step towards westernising Afghanistan in
1926 when he caused a theatre building to be con-
structed in the Paghman suburb of Kabul (Heuisler,
loc. ¢it.). Historical themes likewise attracted Afghan
dramatists in later decades, despite the risk entailed in
writing about kings unflatteringly in a monarchy.
Abdur Ghafur Breshna (1907-74) wrote his Haji Mir-
wais Khan about an 8th-century clan leader and khan
who leads intrigues and battles for possession of the
fortress of Kandahar (Breshna, Haji Mirwais Khan. A
historical play in 3 scenes and 17 acts, in Afghanistan:
Historical and Cultural Quarterly, xiii/2 [Summer
1349/1970], 59-81).

In the Russian sector, the earliest historical plays
served supra-ethnic patriotic, but not nationalistic,
purposes. They represented Islam at the height of
expansion against Christianity or made allegories for
the Central Asian situation under foreign rule. After
the coup d’état in November 1917, and the increasing
Russian Communist domination of cultural develop-
ment in the sector, historical drama became explicitly
civil- (i.e. class-) war-minded and anti-patriotic. Such
plays were meant to depict rulers and most other past
leaders as ‘‘class enemies’’, a procedure that persisted
into following decades. An exception was made in
works devoted to a few approved potentates who were
usually also poets or scholars. Thus Uzbek drama fur-
nishes an example; the Timurids Ulugh-Beg (1394-
1449), Mir ‘All Shir Nawa’1 (1441-1501), and Zahir
al-Din Muhammad Babur Padishah (1493-1530), or
Umar Khan’s talented wife Nadira Khanim (1792-
1842) has each furnished the subject for at least one
full-length stage work in Uzbekistan alone. Selected
historical figures served similar ends elsewhere in
Central Asia.

Most active among the first prominent local
Uyghur playwrights of Eastern Turkistan became the
poet Abdurzhim Tilash Otkiir (1922-), from Komul
district. He wrote his initial play, ‘‘A million flowers
from one drop of blood’’ (Tamca kandin miliyon (icekldr)
(1943) in a patriotic vein. With the poet Lutpulla
Mutallip (1922-45)—author of several other,
ideological | plays—Otkir wrote ‘“The Steadfast
peony’’ (Cing modangil) (1943), soon staged in
Uruméi. And, when Otkiir served as Editor-in-Chief
of Shinjiang gazeti, the principal East Turkistan
newspaper, he published his drama, Niyazkiz (1948)
(Yusup Khojayef, Cakmak kdbi hayat, in Bizning witdn,
no. 2 (Jan. 1983), 3; personal interview, Istanbul
1956, with Mr Polat Kadir, former Managing Editor,
Shinjiang gazetr).

At Uruméi and Turpan in Chinese Turkistan in
1982, Uyghur troupes staged a new historical drama,
Kanlik yillar (‘‘Bloody years’’) that had been published
in the revived, modified Arabic script in 1981. The
Uyghur author Tursun Yunus (b. and d. unknown),
issued it in the unusual Uyghur language journal,
Shinjian sin’ti (‘‘Art of Shinjiang’’) from Urumdi.
Sidik Zalili, an 18th-century Uyghur poet and hero of
this six-act play, affirms the identity of his country
within the world of Islam when he prays for an end to
religious conflict, rhetorically asking in his final
speech: ‘““When will the sectarian slaughter of the
world of Islam (Islamiyit dunyasi) come to an end?’”’
Commenting to Chinese critics upon his reason for
creating this long historical drama, Yunus once
remarked that he meant it to oppose the old Muslim
sect of Ishans which had ‘‘raised its head again in
recent years in some parts of southern Shinjiang’’.
(Tursun Yunus, Kanlik yillar, in Shinjiang, sin’iti, no.

1 [July 1981], 24-93; Zhorhilimizning mukhbirt,
Tarikhiy dirama “‘ kanlik yillar” sohbat yighinining khatirist,
in Shinjiang si’niti, no. 4 [1982], 123).

Alongside historical plays there came staged ver-
sions of legendary tales, heroic epics and popular
romances. Mukhtar Auez uli (1897-1961) not only
gave Kazak audiences such a rendition of legendary
motifs based upon oral epic and entitled his four-act
work Englik Kebek (1922), but directed the first perfor-
mance in Semey (Semipalatinsk) himself that same
year (Kazak teatrining tartkhi, Alma Ata: Kazak SSR-
ning ‘‘Ghilim’’ Baspasi; 1975, 353). Numerous selec-
tions of instrumental and vocal music often entered
into these productions. The musician Sharahim
Shaumar adapted well-loved motifs from the classical
Central Asian cycle Shiashmakam to the text of the
Turki-language scenarios written by Shamsiddin
Sharafiddinaw Khurshid (1892-1960) for Firhid wad
Shirin  and Léiyla wi Majnun (1922) (Khurshid.
Tinlingén. dsirlar, Taskent: Uzbekistan SSR “‘Fan’’
Nashriyati, 1967, 10-11). Music added great feeling
and appeal to the stage presentation of these tragic,
mystical romances and made them increasingly
popular throughout the region. Complete opera
started relatively late. Conventionally, it is said to
have begun in the Russian sector of Central Asia with
Boran (1937, staged 1939), by Kamil Nu‘manaw
Yishin (1909-). The work speaks about the tragic love
and death of young Djorid and his beloved Nargul
during the Central Asian uprising against Russian
colonists in 1916. Music, based upon genuine Uzbek
melodies, was arranged by the Uzbek composer M.
Ashrafi and the Slavic musicologist, S. N. Vasilenko.
In the Chinese sector, indigenous opera began at
Kashghar with Rabi% Sa‘din (1948), in five acts, by
the Uyghur author, Ahmad Ziya’i (b. unknown). It,
too used a traditional eastern Romeo and Juliet theme
to the accompaniment of indigenous music. Accord-
ing to an eye-witness, audiences jammed the theatre’s
opera performances (A. Korsakova, Uzbekskit opernyt
teatr..., 142-7; Ziya'i Ahmad, Rabi%i Sa‘din, in
Tozomas (iceklar, Kashghar: Shinjiang Gazitd
Idarasidd Basildi, 13 February 1948, 73-169;
Ghulamettin Pahta, personal memoir, 30 January
1983).

More pleasant to audience taste in the region than
opera were musical comedy and a form of serious
theatre termed ‘‘musical drama’’ which combines
spoken and sung parts for the personages. This type
of theatre became institutionalised first in the Soviet
Russian sector, then appeared in Afghanistan as well
as Shinjiang. Ghulam Zafariy (1889-1944) wrote one
of the earliest regional musical dramas, the four-act
Hilima, 1918-19. A Tashkent cast with a woman in
the lead role staged it in 1919-20. Uyghur theatre in
Kazakstan saw its first formal Uyghur musical drama,
Anérkhan, by Dj. Asim and A. Sadir, and based again
upon popular folk songs, staged in 1934 at Djarkent,
now Panfilov, located just eleven miles from the
Shinjiang frontier near Kuldja [¢.v.]. Like the refor-
mist plays of two decades earlier in Samarkand and
Kokan, Andrkhan elaborates the unhappy conse-
quences of a forced marriage between a young bride
and an unloved older and wealthy man. In
Kazakstan, among the small Uyghur population of
109,000 recorded for the USSR in 1926, a succession
of Uzbek theatrical directors, producers and actors
from Uzbekistan helped with the first staging of Andr-
khan. Mannan Uyghur (1897-1955) and ‘Ali Ardobus
Ibrahim (1900-59) infused those initial Soviet Uyghur
endeavours with the brief Uzbek experience in drama.
Ibrahim had also worked earlier in Stalinabad
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(Dushanbe) with the fledgling modern Tajik theatre.
This government-sponsored cooperation between
nationalities imitated the frequent collaboration and
borrowing in stage work initiated earlier by Central
Asians themselves. For directing his first staging of
The patricide, Behbudiy had brought in an Azerbayja-
nian, SAli Askar Askar-oghli (b. and d. unknown).
The first decade and a half of modern Uyghur drama
and theatre, including its répertoire, starting ca. 1933
in Shinjiang, also came to life under direct influence
of the Soviet Central Asian theatre. In the folk tradi-
tion, when 19th-century puppetry came to
Afghanistan from the Russian sector, it became more
than simple borrowing. A puppeteers’ troupe
immediately formed around it and acquired the name
Madkharawi-yi Sayin (‘‘Clowns of Sayin’’, i.e. sugar)
from the leading puppeteer, Sayin Kanad (Heuisler,
op. cit., 4).

Organised troupes, amateur or professional,
coalesced wherever traditional or modern theatre was
performed. The Kokan Khanate’s next-to-the-last
indigenous ruler, Khudayar Khan (1854-8, 1862-3,
1866-75) [see KHOKAND], maintained a well-known

folk troupe at court. Itinerant troupes of performers,

often presented Muslim religious drama in the
villages. Neither folk nor religious drama troupes
could effectively adapt themselves to the modern stage
when it appeared. The first Reformist dramas
necessitated creation of entirely new theatre groups to
perform them. At Samarkand in 1913, Behbudiy
acknowledged his difficulty in forming the initial
indigenous troupe of amateurs because of lack of
interest and experience. His group soon turned semi-
professional through rehearsals and exposure during
active road tours outside Samarkand, playing also in
Bukhara, Kokan, Andidjan and other towns until it
disbanded in 1916 (Mamé&jan Rahmanaw, 281-2).
The future playwright, Abdullah Awlaniy (1878-
1934) established one of the earliest of these troupes,
the semi-professional ‘‘Turkistan’’ group, basing
itself on Taghkent, in 1914. Like the first Samarkand
group, ‘‘Turkistan’’ began assembling a répertoire
around Behbudiy’s The patricide, presenting various
additional Central Asian plays and some translations
from Turkish, Azerbayjani, and the like. Numbers of
other private theatre groups came into being, mirror-
ing the custom in folk theatricals. Traditionally,
ensembles of clowns, buffoons, puppeteers, conjurors,
stilt walkers, equilibrists, horn players, bellringers
and related performers had been combined in one
kiisdbd-yi sazindd or mihtirlik (guild of musicians) rather
than separated into guilds for each special art. As late
as the early 20th century, this guild still possessed its
own risald (statute or treatise), giving a legendary

history of the art’s origins, naming saintly protectors, '
y g g Y P >

and setting forth religious duties and prayers linked to
each phase of the vocational activity. In 1926, political
authorities in the Soviet sector incorporated these folk
performers into a ‘‘Union of Art Workers’” and con-
tinued their performances under government auspices
(A. Samoilovic, Turkestanskii ustav-risolya tsekha artistov,
in  Materialy po etnografit, Leningrad: Izdanie

Gosudarstvennogo Russkogo Muzeya 1927, 54-6),.

Thus sponsorship by provincial governors, added to
some patronage of the .khans and amirs, along with
guild structure and tradition, gave performers in folk
theatre systematic recognition and status comparable
to the position enjoyed by many artisans of the region
in different vocations.

In the initial modern period, amateur troupes
attempting new productions regularly drew to them in
various centres as actors persons who were already

accomplished teachers, poets or playwrights. A Tatar
author, Abdullah Badriy (b. and d. unknown), later
a playwright, originally acted to acclaim the women’s
roles offered by Behbudiy’s Samarkand troupe. As
“Bay’’, Abdullah Awlaniy had the lead in the first
Tashkent presentation of The patricide on 27 February
1914. Himzi Hakim Zada Niyaziy acted in his
drama A poisoned life in Kokan on 22 October 1915.
Minnan Uyghur and Awlaniy performed in the
“Turkistan’’ troupe when it put on Abdullah
Kadiriy’s The unfortunate bridgeroom in Tashkent,
November 4, 1915. Ubaydullah Khodja’s troupe
toured all over the Farghana valley. Following the
March and November 1917 changes in Russian
governments, some private theatricals had continued
in Central Asia. Except for folk art shows, most of
their activity was soon curtailed by political
authorities. All theatre houses and properties became
government-owned after 2 October 1918. By 1922, in
the Russian sector among the Central Asians, only
state theatre groups received approval or support, and
political censorship was again firmly established.
Uzbekistan’s comprehensive law code in this field
became a model for all Soviet Central Asia. It con-
trolled répertoires as well as productions. The decree,
enacted by the Turkistan Autonomous SSR on 16
April 1923 and codified by the successor Uzbekistan
SSR on 8 February 1927, provided for Union republic
censors in publishing houses and press and at all levels
of local political hierarchy down to the county (okrug)
(Uszbekistan Idjtima“ Shoralar Djoralar Djomhoriyiti Ishct
wé Dihkan Hokomdtining Kanon wd Boyroklarining Yighin-
disi, no. 9 [7n¢i Mart 1927inéi yil], 199-202).

Nevertheless, the legacy of theatres, troupes and
faithful audiences had already created the environ-
ment needed for enlarging modern drama perfor-
mances on a regular basis. A network of new troupes
and theatres quickly grew up in the Russian sector,
though there were setbacks. The ““Karl Marx Drama
Troupe’’ organised there in October 1918 was led in
1921 to Bukhara, which was at the time still semi-
independent from Soviet Russia, by Mannan
Uyghur, to propagandise for the new régime’s
ideology. During a performance of Fitrat’s Abu
Mouslim in 1922, opponents burned down the theatre
and dispersed the troupe, leaving Bukhara again with-
out a professional theatre group for years. At Alma
Ata in Kazakstan, in order to lay a stable foundation
for guided theatrical growth in its area, the Kazakstan
Autonomous S.S.R. Ministry of Education ordered
the establishment of a Kazak Theatre Studio to
accommodate 40 students from January 1933
onwards. This followed by almost a decade the foun-
ding of a studio for Uzbek theatre trainees in
Moskow. The 24 young people sent to Moscow from
Uzbekistan had included several who contributed
greatly, as authors, directors, actors or translators, to
the development of Central Asian theatre. They
included the mature Abdulhéimid Suliyman Colpan
(1896-1938), a promising 14-year old actress Sard
Ishanturayewa (1911-), Méannan Uyghur, and Abrar
Hidayataw (1900-57). The latter subsequently
achieved fame in the role of Hamlet during 21 con-
secutive Uzbek performances after the premiére in
1935. Cultural leaders dispatched another group of 17
from Uzbekistan to Baku in Azerbayjan for a
theatrical apprenticeship (Kazak teatrining tarikhi, Alma
Ata: Kazak SSRning ‘‘Ghilim Baspasi, 1975, 201-2;
Ugzbekskii  sovetskii _teatr, i, Tashkent: Izdatel’stvo
“Nauka’’ Uzbekskoy SSR, 1966, 246-8). In 1937,
there were 24 theatres, including both Russian and
Uyghur ones, functioning in Kazakstan.
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By 1934, the quantity of regularly performing local-
language theatres in all Uzbekistan had reached its
peak of 32, after which the numbers gradually sub-
sided to a fairly constant 22 to 28. This did not include
provincial Uzbek houses operated in the Kirgiz SSR
at Osh and Tajik SSR at Now (Nau). The quantity of
Tajikistan’s theatres working in various languages
rose from four in 1934 to 24 by 1941. (Méaméajan
Rahmanaw, 413-5; N. L’vov, Kirgizkii teatr. Ocerk
istorii, Moscow: Gosudarstvennoe  Izdatel’stvo
“Iskusstvo’’, 1953, 127; Yakov Mosheev, My recollec-
tions of Now Raion: the status of a peripheral theater in Soviet
Tajikistan, in Central Asian Survey, nos. 2-3 [1982-3],
108-22; Nizam Khabiblullayewi¢ Nurdjanaw, Istoriya
tadzhikskogo  sovetskogo  teatra  (1917-1941  gg.),
Dushanbe: Izdatel’stvo ‘‘Donish’’, 1967, 401). Thus
the quantity of theatres in all Central Asia multiplied
strikingly from 1913 onwards, reaching an estimated
150 official houses, government sponsored and sup-
ported, in the three sectors, during the 1950s and
thereafter. The capital cities saw a division of labour
among serious drama theatres, musical drama houses,
opera, and comedy or children’s playhouses, as well
as between the major languages and traditions. In
1983, Tashkent possessed nine of Uzbekistan’s 28
active theatres. Leading administrators in the three
principal theatrical organisations of Uzbekistan in
1983 were the drama critics and historians, Professor
Hafiz Sh. Abdusimitaw (1925-), former Editor of
Shirk yulduzi, the principal Uzbek journal publishing
drama, and Director of the Hamza Institute for the
Arts of the Ministry of Culture, Uzbekistan SSR;
Professor Mamadjan R. Rahmanaw (1914-), Rector
of the Ostrovsky Tashkent Theatre Arts Institute, the
main training centre for theatre arts; Sara Ishan-
turayeva, Bahriddin Nasriddinaw and other officers
of the sole membership organisation for stage, the
Uzbekistan Theatre Society (Djdmiydat). The vigour
of the theatrical institution implied a constant need for
an attractive repertory, and, especially, for many
original indigenous plays. The numbers of original
Central Asian stage works written had risen from
about 20 altogether by the end of 1916 to many hun-
dreds by the 1980s. New Uzbek scripts of varying
quality were being received at the rate of some 25
annually in the early 1980s. Yet critics and historians
spoke soberly at the same time about a decline in
drama, attributed generally to the emergence of
radio, television and new popular music. Most keenly
missed were good serious plays about contemporary
subjects. Even before the strong growth of mass media
in broadcasting, Central Asian theatre had endured
slumps in attendance to a marked degree. Many
auditoria remained nearly empty night after night in
the 1920s and 1930s owing to public indifference to
the offerings being brought to the stage, especially to
those heavily ideological in content.

From the beginning, modern Central Asian drama
bore three distinct traits: it was socially or politically
didactic; purely entertaining and comic; or the plays
were historical and patriotic, sometimes legendary.
Newer drama combined some of these characteristics,
remaining resolutely instructive in the Russian and
Chinese sectors, but more balanced in spirit and aims
in Afghanistan until the late 1970s. The theatre of all
three sectors began to explore contemporary life
seriously, in particular, after an opening period that
was notably tendentious. Since the coming of Com-
munist régimes to the three sectors, the nature of
drama has shifted remarkably in the direction of pro-
pagandising political-social directives from the central

authorities. In each case, the acknowledged

ideological base is a kind of official Marxism. As a
result, plays written and staged in the period following
that political change in each sector have become at
first outspokenly rhetorical and sloganeering. Themes
announced by political authorities for each period can
be found reflected in the dramaturgy and repertories.
In addition, plays have persistently enunciated such
principles as atheism, espoused by Communist
régimes. Many Central Asian stage works originating
in the Russian sector, far more than in the others,
have openly and specifically opposed the religion of
Islam. This paralleled the intensification of political
and social tensions in the USSR in the 1930s, when
Central Asian plays, too, mirrored the times. Zinnat
Fathullin (1903-) wrote a drama typical of the period
in 1932 entitled Nikab yirtildi (‘“The mask torn
away’’), one which is engrossed with a search for
“‘enemies’’ ostensibly hidden inside Central Asian
society. A related obsession with ‘‘external enemies’’
and ‘‘traitors’’ coloured political plays such as Kanli
sdrab (‘‘Bloody mirage’”) (1961-4) in two acts and ten
scenes, by Sarwar Azimaw (1923-), a political activist
and diplomat.

In the 1960s, dramas with a more human content
began to appear increasingly. It was indicative of this
evolution that Bahram Rahmanaw (1915-61) turned
to themes such as Yurdk sirliri (‘‘Secrets of the heart’”)
(1953), a play that ignored political topics and simply
concentrated upon the private lives of its people.
Rihmanaw, 2 Communist Party member, headed the
Administration for Art Affairs in Uzbekistan from
1953-5; thereafter, he became Director of the Scien-
tific Research Institute for Studies of the Arts, and
finally, in 1958, took the post of First Secretary of the
powerful government-controlled Union of Writers of
Uzbekistan. Another influential intellectual, Izzat
Sultan (1910-), in his play Iman addressed the ethical
dilemma put before a family that finds a dishonest
scholar in its midst. The senior Uzbek poet and
playwright, Rahmatulld Atdkoziyew Uyghun (1905-),
soon made audiences face the crucial test of social and
political ethics in Soviet Central Asia. He looked, in
his play Dostlér (“‘Friends’) (1961), at the havoc
raised among farmers by the Stalinist terror and false
denunciations that had resulted in unlawful treatment
to the extremes of execution and exile. For Central
Asian theatre this was a pointed theme, for many of
the important earlier playwrights and other theatre
people, including the Kazaks Mir Djakib Duwlat-ulf
(1885-1937) and Siken Sadvakas Seyfullah-uli (1894-
1937) and the Uzbeks Colpan, Fitrat, Kadiriy, Ziya
Said (1901-38) and Zafariy, had lost their lives in the
political repression. -

The Kirgiz dramatist and novelist, Cingiz Ayt-
mitaw (1928-) and the Kazak author, Kaltay
Muhammadjanaw (1928-), joined in examining that
very controversial ethical subject. They translated
their Kazak language drama, Kikidbedegi kezdesu
(‘“Mountain top encounter’’) (1972) based upon a
story by Aytmitaw, into Russian as Voskhozhdenie na
Fudzipamu (*“The ascent of Mount Fuji’’) and gave it
its premiére in Moscow in 1973. They recreated the
tension in society over collective indifference and guilt
toward innocent victims of political repression and
social discrimination. But the writers in the end con-
cern themselves more forcefully with basic problems
of individual honesty and responsibility for personal
actions and outlook.

After those ethical dramas during the 1970s-1980s
in the Soviet sector, historical tragedy and domestic
comedy seemed to predominate, leaving assertively
political and ideological plays less in the forefront that
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they had been previously. Yashin returned to the
story of climactic events in early 20th-century Central
Asian history with a three-act musical drama he called
Inkilab tangi (Bukhara) (‘‘Dawn of the Revolution:
Bukhara’’), published in 1973. Its dramatis personae
included the Bolshevik dictator Vladimir I. Lenin, the
Young Bukharan politician Fazil Khodjayew, the last
Amir of Bukhara Sa‘id ¢Alimkhan and other historical
figures, portrayed on stage with a cinematic flashback
technique. Yéshin represents the prominent old-time
and doctrinaire Central Asian dramatists educated
almost entirely in the Soviet period. Like Rahmanaw,
he held key positions in the administration of the
theatrical arts and served as Secretary of the Govern-
ment’s Union of Writers in Uzbekistan. The con-
tribution of these playwrights hardly lay in the comic
genre.

Comedy originally defined Central Asian theatre,
for it was the essence of folk skits and acts long before
and well after religious or modern drama appeared on
the scene. In the early decades of the 20th century,
both the Djadids and the very first Communist Soviet
playwrights, as well as Afghan writers, initially for the
most part rejected light comedy. They believed their
message to be paramount and serious. In the first
decade, the official bulletin, Ishtirakiyun, published by
the Central Gommittee of the Turkistan Autonomous
S.S.R. at Tashkent, demanded that theatre cease to
be ‘‘a place of amusement and love intrigues’’, and it
specifically criticised attempts to present ‘‘diverting
comedy’’ (Ishtirakiyun, 11 December 1919, 12 October
1920). Consequently, from the 1920s to the 1950s in
Soviet Central Asian theatre, most stage comedy
spoke with a heavy satirical voice. Hamid Ghulam
(1919-) wrote Tashbalii “ashif (‘‘Tashbalti in love’”)
(1962), a musical sharply attacking religion and the
practice of Islam in Central Asia. Folk humour incor-
porated in modern plays from the 1920s onward
repeatedly conformed to the vision of comedy pre-
ferred by cultural managers. The Uyghur dramatist
Yusufbek Mubhlisi (1920-), who emigrated from the
Chinese sector to Soviet Central Asia at about the
same time as other writers, sc. around 1964, provided
Uyghur performers in Kazakstan and Uzbekistan
with a later specimen of this genre. Muhlisi’s Nésrid-
din Apindim (1966), a musical staged in 1967 at Alma
Ata, adapted several anecdotes from the widely
popular Nasriddin tradition to fashion, in the Uyghur
idiom, what critics called an anti-Islamic satirical
comedy. (Akhmedzhan Kadyrov, Godi stanovleniya (Iz
istorii uygurskogo teatra muzikal’noy komediz) Alma Ata:
Izdatel’stvo ‘‘Zhalyn’’, 1978, 62-3).

Subtler, often lighter, humour characterised more
of the works written later in the 1960s by younger
dramatists. The new generation of playwrights
interests itself directly in personal feelings, contem-
porary values and ways of life. Most notable in
Uzbekistan in the 1970s-80s became Olmas
Umarbekaw (1934-) and Abdukéhhar Ibrihimaw
(1939-), both natives of Tashkent. Ibrahimaw’s initial
play, Birinéi bosa (‘‘First kiss’’) (1969), which the
author calls ‘‘a lyric drama’’, ran for 500 perfor-
mances between 1971-5 on the ‘“Young Guard
Theatre’” stage in Tashkent. The comedy focuses
exclusively upon the personal motives, lives and loves
of several teenagers, shown as growing into young
adulthood by the end of the second and final act.
Ibrahimaw’s unideological but bitter comedy, the
two-act Arrd (‘“The saw’’), 1970, staged in the
Farghana Oblast Theatre, is about the Mansuraw
family. It dramatises the character and- ideals of
Murad, the head of the family. He is an influential

medical administrator and professor who is the cut-
ting “‘saw’’ of the play Mansuraw is convinced that
everyone acts only out of selfishness or, out of what is
closely related, a sense of obligation rooted in the
principle of quid pro quo. He disallows the elements of
affection, generosity, spontaneity and similar affir-
mative forces in human relationships. Ibrdhimaw’s
two-act play Meni dytdi demdng (‘‘Not a word about
me’’) satirises a hearty but impervious country town
borough politician and educator, Héshim-aka. His
callousness, like that of Professor Mansuraw in The
saw, permits any positive human urge to wither and
die. This is symbolised in Not a word... by the corrup-
tion and demoralisation of the borough’s best, most
generous part-time gardener, a roofer, Al whose
small courtyard plot has decorated, pleased and fed
the whole neighbourhood well up until he acquires
false values from a chain of irresponsible bureaucrats,
including Hashiméka, and allows the lush garden to
dry up. Ibrahimaw’s later play, Tusmal (‘‘Supposi-
‘tion’”), ran at the Samarkand Alimdjan Uzbek Drama
Theatre in 1983, and another one, Cakana sawda
(“‘Retail trade’’), was published in 1984. Six of
Ibrahimaw’s plays, including First kiss, The saw and
Not a word about me, came out in Russian transla}ion
in 1982. (Abdukﬁhhar Ibrahimaw, Birinéi bosd. Arrd.
P’esildr, Tashkent: Ghafur Ghulam namidagi
Adabiyat wa San‘t Nashriyati, 1978; Abdukakhkhar
Ibragimov, Obo mne ni slova. P’esy, translated from the
Uzbek, Moscow: Sovetskii Pisatel’, 1982; Cakana
siwda, in Shirk yulduzi, no. 8 [Aug. 1984], 73-99;
Abdukahhar Ibrahinaw, Tusmal. P’esilir, Tashkent:
Ghifur Ghulam namidiagi Abdibiyat wa San’at
Néshriyati, 1985). Crimean Tatars, Tajiks and
Turkmens also contributed new plays.

After the earliest days of modern Central Asian
theatre, translations and borrowings from plays writ-
ten outside the region were frequently published in
Central Asian languages and included in the reper-
tory. Although Tsarist Central Asians originated their
own earliest dramas, the relatively few local produc-
tions soon required supplementing by adaptations
from playwrights of Azerbayjan, Tatarstan and
Turkey in order to make an adequate répertoire
available. Into Afghanistan, modern stage plays first
came from the Arabic, English or Turkish. To Shin-
jlang in the 1930s, the active theatre of Soviet Central
Asia supplied numbers of its plays, easily adapted to
the linguistic needs of Uyghur and Kazak actors and
audiences. Throughout the region, the range of
dramaturgy widened further with renditions of Euro-
pean and Russian dramas. Moliére’s comedies,
especially L Avare, Le Médecin malgre lui, Georges Dandin
and Les fourberies de Scapin became perhaps the most
popular in Soviet Central Asia and Afghanistan, as
they had been in Egypt and Turkey. Shakespeare,
most often represented by Hamlet, The merchant of
Venice and Othello, appeared nearly everywhere.
Colpan made the first published Uzbek translation of
Hamlet in 1934. It was staged, along with Othello, in
Tashkent in the mid-30s. By the 1960s and 1970s,
Afghanistan’s city theatres were staging recent
American plays by Eugene O’Neill (Desire under the
elms), Tennessee Williams (The glass menagerie),
Edward Albee (The zoo story) and others. Translations
of standard Russian plays seen in Soviet Central Asia
included Gogol’s comedy, The Inspector-General,
Ostrovsky’s melodrama,  Thunderstorm, Gorky’s
ideological Yegor Bulicev and others, and many dozens of
works from Soviet Russian dramatists concerning
selected political and historical themes. The impor-
|tance of foreign sources for the Central Asian reper-
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tory is emphasised in the fact that translations sup-
plied around one-half of the 130 to 140 plays staged
each year in Uzbekistan as late as the early 1980s
(Ozbekistan ddabiyati wd sin%ti, no. 8 [19 February
1982] 4, 7).

Bibliography : A critical bibliography of Cen-
tral Asian theatre and drama has not been pub-
lished. Selected bibliographies are found in E.
Allworth, Drama and theater of the Russian East:
Transcaucasus, Tatarstan, Central Asia, in Middle East
Studies Association Bulletin, xvii/2 (December 1983),
151-60; a short version of the same survey appears
in R. Fleshman (ed.), Theatrical movement: a
bibliographical anthology, New Orleans 1986; in
Soviet Central Asia some lists for subdivisions of
the region are in print: Uzbekskoy iskusstvo (Teatr,
muzyka, kino na stranitsakh pecati). Bibliograficeskii
ukazatel’, Tashkent 1936 [in Uzbek]; E. Baybulov e
alit, Saken Seyfuliin. (Ukazatel’ literatury k 70-letiyu so
dnia rozhdeniya), Alma Ata 1965; editions of plays:
Mahmud Khoédja Behbudiy, The patricide or the plight
of an uneducated boy, in Ural-Altaic Yearbook, lviii
(1986), 65-96; Cingiz Aitmatov and Kaltai
Mukhamedzhanov, The ascent of Mount Fuji, New
York 1975; Abdulla Kakhar, Silk Suzanei, in Soviet
Literature, no. 8 (1958), 43-98; writings about
drama and theatre: L. Hughes, The Soviet theatre in
Central Asia, in Asia, xxxix/10 (October 1934), 590-
3; Nabi Ganiev, Fifieen years of the Khamza Uzbek
Academic Dramatic Theater, in Sovietland, no. 3 (1935),
25-7, 42; Drama in the Central Asian Republics and cen-
tralization of art, in Bull. of the Inst. for the Study of the
History and Culture of the USSR, /3 (June 1954), 37-
40; K. Stolz, Le théitre afghan, in Afghanistan
(Kabul), ix/3 (1954) 34-44; O. Spies, Tirkisches
Puppentheater. Versuch einer Geschichte des Puppentheaters
im Morgenland, Emsdetten 1959, 41-4; A. Bombaci,
On ancient Turkish dramatic performances, in Uralic and
Altaic Series, xxiii (1963), 81-117; H. Wilfrid
Brands, ‘‘Askipa’’, ein wenig bekanntes Genre des
usbekischen Volksdichtung, in Ural-Altaische Jahrbiicher,
xliii (1971), 100-6; M. N. Kadyrov, Women’s Folk
Theatre in_Uzbekistan, in Trudi VII Mezdunarodnyi
kongress antropologiceskikh i etnograficeskikh nauk, vi
(Moscow 1969), 94-9; N. Kh. Nurdzhanov, Old
Tadyik pantomimes, in ibid., vi, 87-93; Allworth, The
beginnings of the modern Turkestanian theater, in Slavic
Review, xxiii/4 (December 1964), 676-87; idem,
Drama and the theater, in Uzbek Literary Politics, 1964,
215-35; idem, Reform and revolution in early Uzbek
drama, in Central Asian Review, xii/2 (1964), 86-96;
idem, A document about the cultural life of Soviet Uzbeks
outside their SSR, in Central Asian Survey, 1/2-3 (1982-
3), 103-25; idem, Mahmud Khoja Behbudiy, in Encycl.
of World Literature in the Twentieth Century, i, 1981,
219; idem, Abdalrauf Fitrat, in ibid. , ii, 1982, 143-4;
idem, Murder as metaphor in the first Central Asian
drama, in UAYb, lviii (1986), 65-97; Imin Akhmidi
et alii, MGljar tagh boranliri, Uruméi 1985; Saypidin
Azizi, Amannisakhan (Tarikhiy diramma), Beijing
1983; Akhmatjan Kadiraw (compiler), P’esilar
(Uyghur dramaturgliri p’esilirining toplimi), Alma Ata
1978. (E. ALLWORTH)
6. In Muslim India and Pakistan.

The classical Sanskrit drama in India had reached
its apogee two centuries before the first Muslim
penetration. Its gradual decline—often blamed partly
on the religious objections of the new Muslim
rulers—was probably due as much to linguistic
developments, through the mediaeval local Prakrits to
the modern regional languages. But whilst Sanskrit
drama, which was essentially court theatre, died out,:

popular vernacular drama prospered. Strolling
players went from village to village performing
various types of plays, pageants, monologues or other
entertainment (Haywood, 294-6), often on familiar
Hindu themes such as Krishna and Radha, with sing-
ing, dancing and, at times, coarse humour. Among
the actors were Muslims: female parts were per-
formed by men or boys.

Some efforts were made in the 17th and 18th cen-
turies to write plays in various languages such as
Hindi, Bengali, Assamese and Gujarati of literary,
and not merely of entertainment value. But there is no
doubt that it was the influence of European—
especially British—drama which provided the main
impetus for the growth of a new interest in the theatre,
though the heritage, both classical and popular,
played part. Towards the end of the 19th century,
English plays were performed in Calcutta, and two
were performed in Bengali translation (Guha
Thakurta, 40 ff.). Lord Macaulay’s Minute of 1833
led to the spread of English higher education in India.
This in its turn led to the study, then the translation
or adaptation of English plays, and especially of
Shakespeare. R. K. Yajnik, 270-8, lists 200 versions
of 29 Shakespeare plays in nine languages between
1864 and 1919. These languages are Urdu-
Hindustani, Hindi, Panjabi, Gujarati, Marathi,
Bengali, Tamil, Telegu and Kanarese. In this period,
the Indian government regarded Hindustani as a
lingua franca and official language which could be
written in either Persian or Devanagari script, depen-
ding largely on whether one was a Muslim or Hindu.
People spoke of High Urdu and High Hindi, but the
distinction was one of vocabulary, style and script
rather than grammar. The entry of Muslims into
playwriting led to the development of Urdu or Hin-
dustani drama. Very occasionally, they used other
scripts such as Devanagari or Gujarati. However, it is
fair to say that practically all their plays—certainly all
plays of note—were written and published in the Per-
sian script, and may fairly be described as Urdu
drama.

The form of popular drama which appealed to
Muslims was called Rahas (cf. Sanskrit rasa ‘‘senti-
ment’’, a technical term of the Classical dramaturgy),
which was on Hindu themes and included singing and
dancing and formed a sort of operetta. This became
popular in Lucknow, thanks to the patronage of the
last Nawwab of Awadh (Oudh.), Wadjid “Ali Shah,
who himself wrote a number of them. It was there that
what is considered as the first real Urdu drama,
Amanat’s Indar Sabha, was performed in 1853. So suc-
cessful was it that it was translated into several
languages and performed all over the subcontinent.
The scene is Indar (Indra)’s court, and the play
recounts how a peri falls in love with a mortal, and
finally wins Indar’s approval. Songs predominate in
this play, which is almost entirely in verse. The cur-
tain is lowered and then raised again whenever a new
character comes on stage, and characters announce
their identity, as in English Miracle plays.

In some strange way, this play heralded the
development of modern drama in several Indian
languages. The commercial instincts of the Parsis led
to the establishing of a number of theatrical com-
panies in Bombay, but they soon opted for Urdu,
rather than Gujarati, Marathi or Hindi, as the
language medium. This new drama thrived until the
first quarter of the 20th century, and not only did
companies tour outside Bombay, but new companies
were formed in distant cities such as Dihli and
Benares. Drama prospered rather as it did in
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Marxism and Structuralism — Worksheet

1. The historical and intellectual context for Marx's writings

2. The key propositions or arguments of the Communist Manifesto
3. Strengths of the argument/theory

4. Weaknesses of the argument/theory

5. impact on 20th Century Russia

Context of Marx’s writing?
(historical and intellectual)

Europe in the 19" and early 20" Century?
Russia in the 19" and early 20" Century?

The Political Economy of the Time

Key Principles/Precepts

Strengths

Weaknesses

Impact on 20th Century Russia?
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1. The historical and intellectual context for Marx's writings

2. The key propositions or arguments of the Communist Manifesto
3. Strengths of the argument/theory

4. Weaknesses of the argument/theory

S. impact on 20th Century Russia

Context of Marx’s writing?
(historical and intellectual)

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels — The Communist Manifesto

Marx was a Young Hegelian denying that Hegel’s thought could be reconciled with
Christianity; radical and thus thrown out of university. Became journalist and then
socialist. Outlined theory of communism to be brought into being by a proletarian
revolution.

Developed historical theory that capitalism was a transient economic form destined
to break down and to be superceded by a society without classes, private property
or state authority. Never actually completed theory (what’s missing?), but massive
Capital (installment) was published in 1867. He died in 1883. Visit his grave in
London!

Son of textile manufacturer, Engels lived in England as well after military service
and business in Germany. Wrote “The Condition of the Working Class in England
in 1844” and collaborated with Marx, represented family firm in England and
supported Marx financially. Prepared unfinished Capital segments for publication
after death of Marx.

Introduction by Gareth Stedman Jones
(2002 Penguin edition)

Preface

Intrinsic merits and importance because of brute facts of world politics, esp. rise of

USSR, PR of China

Blended with nationalism for third world liberation and anti-colonialism

Blended with Keynesianism to form socialist economic planning regimes in Europe

Only US appeared largely immune to appeal

Triumph of aggressively conservative, laissez-faire economic posture of Reagan and
Thatcher in 1980s ended post war consensus on full employment and social security

2
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[Collapse of state socialist regimes TR 1A=

(define state socialism vs. communism)]
Traditional socialist and social democratic ambitions to shape the economy or
redistribute wealth were all but abandoned [why?]
Increase in female participation in the labor force makes language in CM appear
dated
Appeals for the “Unity of Working Men” have all but ceased

2. The Reception of the Manifesto
Changing fortunes and use, depending on political circumstances and aims of users
Connect with Leninism in 20 Century to justify need to smash the state
(working within the prevailing political structures through a labor party, etc.
deemed ineffective for needed change) Marxist view 1917-1992

Misused still for political purposes [examples?]

Relevance after 1992?

The “Spectre” of Communism

The Communist League

The Contribution of Engels

6.. The Contribution of Marx
The Young Hegelians
From Republicanism to Communism

Political Economy and “The True Natural History of Man”




10.

11.

12.

The Impact of Stirner

Communism
The Contribution of Adam Smith
The History of Law of Property

The Contemporary Discussion of Communism

Conclusion
Europe in the 19® and early 20" Century?

Impact of French Revolution and
Enlightenment

Socialist and Hegelian thought
Impact of policies of key European

States (responses to movements and “revolution”

Russia in the 19 and early 20" Century?

The Political Economy of the Time

-19"" Century Europe, especially
urban, industrializing England

Key Principles/Precepts

Structure conditions outcome

For Marx, Class structure resulted in
exploitation, conflict and crisis
within countries

The history of all hitherto existing
society is the history of class
struggles (p.79 or 219, Communist
Manifesto)
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Mode of Production

Capitalism as unhappy stop on the
road to socialism

Epidemic of overproduction (p.86 or 226, Communist Manifesto)

Abolition of the Family
(Bourgeois clap trap; public prostitution) p. 229

Openly Legalized Community of
Women (P. 230)

Ten Key Measures to Take: (p. 243 ff.)
1-Abolition of property in land
2-A heavy progressive or graduated

income tax
3-Abolition of the right of inheritance
4-Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels
5-Centralization of credit/banking in the hands of the State, by means of a national
bank with State capital and an exclusive monopoly
6-centralization of the means of communication and transportation in the hands of
the state
7-Extension of state owned factories
8— Equal liability of all to labour. Establishment of industrial armies, especially for
agriculture

9-combination of agriculture with
manufacturing; Abolish distinction between town and country; spread population
more evenly across country; improve cultivation

10-free education and abolition of

child Labor

Working “Men” of All Countries Unite (p. 258)
(Workers of the World Unite)

Additional “laws” from other writings
by Marx:

3 Key “Laws” would at some point
destroy capitalism-from within
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The law of the falling rate of profit --as labor saving production technology is
introduced by capitalists seeking greater market share. Human labor is needed for
creation of surplus value, so profits fall.

-exploitation to squeeze more profit

The law of disproportionality--

problem of overproduction (underconsumption) in some sectors/branches of
industry; surplus value distributed unevenly among capitalists, making capitalism
unstable; supply and demand change unevenly

The law of
concentration/accumulation of
capital — increasingly concentrated over time, reducing the purchasing power of
labor and exacerbating disproportionality and inequality
[cf. Henry Ford’s antidote?]

Together these lead to Crisis in Capitalism

Imperialism
as The Highest Stage of Capitalism
(Lenin)

Strengths

Focus on equity and ethics
Sweeping historical explanation

Explains conflict and provides
Solutions (abolish private

property)

Motivation for change in the
Situation ‘

Elegant but complex
-clear laws “delineated” -




Focus on capitalist impulse to expand

Social welfare and environmental
Implications

Soviet experience: success in TDV ISAM

. T . Kiitiiphanesi Arsivi

heavy industrialization and No f” ‘i //rs "

o 0 | ¥ @ .
societal equity

Weaknesses

Failure to specify steps/details/plan
on how the state would/should “whither away”

<

Misjudged the strength of

Denies value of competition

Misses the importance of the
middle Class

Ignores sources of identity other
than Class

Imperialism had a
political/military content as
well as an economic one

Misjudged prospect of government
doing something positive (anti-trust; health and safety regulations)

Misjudged prospect of capitalists
adapting and
doing something positive (if only in their own interests); Henry Ford’s living wage to
enable his workers to buy a model T ‘
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Impact on 20th Century Russia? (and beyond)

Marx’s plan not really
implemented; state never “withered away”

“Workers of the World Unite”
What does the Soviet experience tell us?

-state socialism vs. communism

Is Marxism dead?
China, Cuba, Vietnam and N. Korea? Venezuela?
Globalization, Financial Collapse and Marx?

Is the current debate in some democracies (especially the US) over healthcare
relevant to the legacy of state socialism?

What about state/public funding of education? Especially higher education?

Compare Europe, Canada, Japan and the U.S. in this respect (healthcare and
higher education).
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Declaration of the Rights of the Peoples of
Russia

The Declaration of the Rights of the Peoples of Russia (Russian: Jexknapa mus npas
Hapo 0B Poccu m) was a document promulgated by the Bolshevik government of Russia on
November 15 (November 2 by Old Style), 1917 (signed by Vladimir Lenin and Joseph Stalin).

The document proclaimed:

1. Equality and sovereignty of peoples of Russia

2. Right of peoples of Russia of a free self-determination, including secession and formation of a
separate state

3. Abolition of all national and religious privileges and restrictions

4. Free development of national minorities and ethnographical groups populating the territory of
Russia.

The meaning of the Declaration is still disputed in Russian historiography. In 1917 the Bolshevist
thinking was still largely idealistic, dominated by vague ideas of "universal happiness". Also, at that
moment Bolsheviks believed that the World revolution was imminent, so they did not care much
about loss of territories.

However, in the cold-war western literature, it is often argued that in fact Lenin and Stalin agreed to
liberate mostly the territories they had no sovereignty over since Russia had lost them to Central
Powers in 1915 and 1916. Many historians suggest that the purpose of the document was to limit the
pubhc ‘dissent after Russia lost most of its western areas to the advancing German Empire and try to
complicate the matters behind the front lines.

But in reality, the declaration had the effect of rallying some ethnic non-Russians behind the
Bolsheviks. Latvian riflemen were important supporters of Bolsheviks in the early days of Russian
Civil War and Latvian historians recognize the promise of sovereignty as an important reason for that.
The anti-revolutionary White Russians did not support self-determination and, as a result, few

Latvians fought on the side of the White movement.

Intended or not, the declaration's provided right to secede was soon exercised by peripheral regions in
western Russia, part or which had already been under German army's rather than Moscow's control.
But as the revolution spread, also many areas within Russia that have long been integrated declared
themselves independent republics. Bolshevist RuSSla would, however, attempt to establish Soviet
power in as many of those as possible. All three Baltlc states experienced wars between Soviet
governments aiming to establish a Communist state allied with Bolshevist Russia and non-
Communist governments aiming for an independent state. The Soviet governments received direct
military support from Russia. After the non-Communist side won, Russia recognized them as the
legitimate governments of the Baltic states in 1920. The countries would be later invaded and annexed
by the Soviet Union in 1939.

Russian historiography often cited the document as one of the main bases for the liberation of Cential
European states. Poland, Ukraine, Lithuania, Latvia, Belarus and Estonia were either created as

puppet states by the Central Powers or liberated by the nations of the abovementioned countries

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Declaration_of_the_Rights_of_the_Peoples_of_Russia 113
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themselves after the collapse of Germany and Austria-Hungary.

List of seceded lands

The following countries declared their independence soon after the Bolsheviks' declaration,
establishing themselves as non-Communist states. Although the role this declaration played in their
declared independence is doubtful, it eased Bolshevist Russia's recognition of their independence.
Except for Finland, all of these areas were outside of Russian sovereignty following the Austro-
German successes in the Great War and were officially ceded in the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, but the
Bolsheviks could not have known this development at the time of the Declaration.

» 2 Moldova (December 2, 1917 — joined Romania in 1918)

= == Finland (December 6, 1917)

g Lithuania (December 11, 1917)

™= Ukraine (autonomy November 22, 1917, independence January 22, 1918)
= B Estonia (February 24, 1918)

= Transcaucasia (February 24, 1918)

== Belarus (March 25, 1918)

® em Poland (November 11, 1918)

= == Latvia (November 18, 1918)

(exact dates need correction)
These countries declared their independence, as Communist states, soon after the declaration:

= I Tannu Tuva (June 1918)

Several other independent republics were proclaimed but were short-lived:

= [ Kuban

= I Kazan
Kaluga

Ryazan

= Bashkurdistan
Orenburg

o= North Ingria

Later developments

Bolsheviks never rejected the idea of self-determination, but the Soviet Constitutions (of 1924, 1936
and 1977) limited the right of secession to the constituent republics only. In 1990 Soviet-occupied
Lithuania declared its independence again, citing their right to secession as written down in the Soviet
Constitution. This would be followed by Soviet-occupied Estonia and Latvia.

See also

= Universal Declaration on the Rights of Peoples
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The Right of Nations to Self-
Determination

10. CONCLUSION

To sum up.

As far as the theory of Marxism in general is concerned, the question of the right to
self-determination presents no difficulty. No one can seriously question the London
resolution of 1896, or the fact that self-determination implies only the right to secede, or
that the formation of independent national states is the tendency in all bourgeois-

democratic revolutions.

A difficulty is to some extent created by the fact that in Russia the proletariat of both
the oppressed and oppressor nations are fighting, and must fight, side by side. The task
is to preserve the unity of the proletariat’s class struggle for socialism, and to resist all
bourgeois and Black-Hundred nationalist influences. Where the oppressed nations are
concerned, the separate organisation of the proletariat as an independent party
sometimes leads to such a bitter struggle against local nationalism that the perspective
becomes distorted and the nationalism of the oppressor nation is lost sight of.

But this distortion of perspective cannot last long. The experience of the joint struggle
waged by the proletarians of various nations has demonstrated all too clearly that we
must formulate political issues from the all-Russia, not the “Cracow” point of view. And
in all-Russia politics it is the Purishkeviches and the Kokoshkins who are in the saddle.
Their ideas predominate, and their persecution of non-Russians for “separatism”, for
thinking about secession, is being preached, and practised in the Duma, in the schools,
in the churches, in the barracks, and in hundreds and thousands of newspapers. It is
this Great-Russian nationalist poison that is polluting the entire all-Russia political
atmosphere. This is the misfortune of one nation, which, by subjugating other nations,
is strengthening reaction throughout Russia. The memories of 1849 and 1863 form a
living political tradition, which, unless great storms arise, threatens to hamper every
democratic and especially every Social-Democratic movement for decades to come.

There can be no doubt that however natural the point of view of certain Marxists
belonging to the oppressed nations (whose “misfortune” is sometimes that the masses of
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the population are blinded by the idea of their “own” national liberation) may appear at
times, in reality the objective alignment of class forces in Russia snakes refusal to
advocate the right to self-determination tantamount to the worst opportunism, to the
infection of the proletariat with the ideas of the Kokoshkins. And these ideas are,
essentially, the ideas and the policy of the Purishkeviches.

Therefore, although Rosa Luxemburg’s point of view could at first have been excused

as being specifically Polish, “Cracow” narrow-mindedness,'L- it is inexcusable today,
when nationalism and, above all, governmental Great-Russian nationalism, has
everywhere gained ground, and when policy is being shaped by this Great-Russian
nationalism. In actual fact; it is being seized upon by the opportunists of all nations,
who fight shy of the idea of “storms” and “leaps”, believe that the bourgeois-democratic
revolution is over, and follow in the wake of the liberalism of the Kokoshkins.

Like any other nationalism, Great-Russian nationalism passes through various
phases, according to the classes that are dominant in the bourgeois country at any given
time. Up to 1905, we almost exclusively knew national-reactionaries. After the
revolution, national-liberals arose in our country.

In our country this is virtually the stand adopted both by the Octobrists and by the
Cadets (Kokoshkin), i.e., by the whole of the present-day bourgeoisie.

Great-Russian national-democrats will inevitably appear later on. Mr. Peshekhonov,
one of the founders of the “Popular Socialist” Party, already expressed this point of view
(in the issue of Russkoye Bogatstvo for August 1906) when he called for caution in
regard to the peasants’ nationalist prejudices. However much others may slander us
Bolsheviks and accuse us of “idealising” the peasant, we always have made and always
will make a clear distinction between peasant intelligence and peasant prejudice,
between peasant strivings for democracy and opposition to Purishkevich, and the
peasant desire to make peace with the priest and the landlord.

Even now, and probably for a fairly long time to come, proletarian democracy must
reckon with the nationalism of the Great-Russian peasants (not with the object of

making concessions to it, but in order to combat it)./2- The awakening of nationalism
among the oppressed nations, which be came so pronounced after 1905 (let us recall,
say, the group of “Federalist-Autonomists” in the First Duma, the growth of the
Ukrainian movement, of the Moslem movement, etc.), will inevitably lead to greater
nationalism among the Great-Russian petty bourgeoisie in town and countryside. The
slower the democratisation of Russia, the more persistent, brutal and bitter will be the
national persecution and bickering among the bourgeoisie of the various nations. The
particularly reactionary nature of the Russian Purishkeviches will simultaneously give
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rise to (and strengthen) “separatist” tendencies among the various oppressed
nationalities, which sometimes enjoy far greater freedom in neighbouring states.

In this situation, the proletariat, of Russia is faced with a twofold or, rather, a two-
sided task: to combat nationalism of every kind, above all, Great-Russian nationalism;
to recognise, not only fully equal rights, for all nations in general, but also equality of
rights as regards polity, i.e., the right of nations to self-determination, to secession. And
at the same time, it is their task, in the interests of a successful struggle against all and
every kind, of nationalism among all nations, to preserve the unity of the proletarian
struggle and the proletarian organisations, amalgamating these organisations into a
close-knit international association, despite bourgeois strivings for national

exclusiveness.

Complete equality of rights for all nations; the right of nations to self-determination;
the unity of the workers of all nations—such is the national programme that Marxism,
the experience of the whole world, and the experience of Russia, teach the workers.

This article had been set up when I received No. 3 of Nasha Rabochaya Gazeta, in
which Mr. V1. Kosovsky writes the following about the recognition of the right of all
nations to self-determination:

“Taken mechanically from the resolution of the First Congress of the Party
(1898), which in turn had borrowed it from the decisions of international
socialist congresses, it was given, as is evident from the debate, the same
meaning at the 1903 Congress as was ascribed to it by the Socialist
International, i.e., political self-determination, the self-determination of
nations in the field of political independence. Thus the formula: national
self-determination, which implies the right to territorial separation, does not
in any way affect the question of how national relations within a given state
organism should be regulated for nationalities that cannot or have no desire
to leave the existing state.”

It is evident from this that Mr. V1. Kosovsky has teen the Minutes of the Second
Congress of 1903 and understands perfectly well the real (and only) meaning of the term
self-determination. Compare this with the fact that the editors of the Bund newspaper
Zeit let Mr. Liebman loose to scoff at the programme and to declare that it is vague!
Queer “party” ethics among these Bundists.... The Lord alone knows why Kosovsky
should declare that the Congress took over the principle of self-determination
mechanically. Some people want to “object”, but how, why, and for what reason—they

do not know.
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111 Tt is not difficult to understand that the recognition by the Marxists of the whole of
Russia, and first and foremost by the Great Russians, of the right of nations to secede in
no way precludes agitation against secession by Marxists of a particular oppressed
nation, just as the recognition of the right to divorce does not preclude agitation against
divorce in a particular case. We think, therefore, that there will, be an inevitable
increase in the number of Polish Marxists who laugh at the non-existent “contradiction”
now being “encouraged” by Semkovsky and Trotsky. —Lenin

121. Tt would be interesting to trace the changes that take place in Polish nationalism, for
example, in the process of its transformation from gentry nationalism into bourgeois
nationalism, and then into peasant nationalism. In his book Das polnische
Gemeinwesen im preussischen Staat (The Polish Community in the Prussian State;
there is a Russian translation), Ludwig Bernhard, who shares the view of a German
Kokoshkin, describes a very typical phenomenon: the formation of a sort of “peasant
republic” by the Poles in Germany in the form of a close alliance of the various co-
operatives and other associations of Polish peasants in their struggle for nationality,
religion, and “Polish” land. German oppression has welded the Poles together and
segregated them, after first awakening the nationalism of the gentry, then of the
bourgeoisie, and finally of the peasant masses (especially after the campaign the
Germans launched in 1873 against the use of the Polish language in schools). Things are
moving in the same direction in Russia, and not only with regard to Poland. —Lenin

9. THE 1903 PROGRAMME AND
ITS LIQUIDATORS
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The period of counter-revolution in Russia brought not only "thunder and lightning" in
its train, but also disillusionment in the movement and lack of faith in common forces. As
long as people believed in "a bright future," they fought side by side irrespective of
nationality — common questions first and foremost! But when doubt crept into people's
hearts, they began to depart, each to his own national tent — let every man count only
upon himself! The "national question" first and foremost!

At the same time a profound upheaval was taking place in the economic life of the
country. The year 1905 had not been in vain: one more blow had been struck at the
survivals of serfdom in the countryside. The series of good harvests which succeeded the
famine years, and the industrial boom which followed, furthered the progress of
capitalism. Class differentiation in the countryside, the growth of the towns, the
development of trade and means of communication all took a big stride forward. This
applied particularly to the border regions. And it could not but hasten the process of
economic consolidation of the nationalities of Russia. They were bound to be stirred into

movement.

The "constitutional regime" established at that time also acted in the same direction of
awakening the nationalities. The spread of newspapers and of literature generally, a
certain freedom of the press and cultural institutions, an increase in the number of
national theatres, and so forth, all unquestionably helped to strengthen '"national
sentiments." The Duma, with its election campaign and political groups, gave fresh
opportunities for greater activity of the nations and provided a new and wide arena for
their mobilization.

And the mounting wave of militant nationalism above and the series of repressive
measures taken by the "powers that be" in vengeance on the border regions for their "love
of freedom," evoked an answering wave of nationalism below, which at times took the

form of crude chauvinism. The spread of Zionism [ among the Jews, the increase of
chauvinism in Poland, Pan-Islamism among the Tatars, the spread of nationalism among
the Armenians, Georgians and Ukrainians, the general swing of the philistine towards
anti-Semitism — all these are generally known facts.

The wave of nationalism swept onwards with increasing force, threatening to engulf the
mass of the workers. And the more the movement for emancipation declined, the more
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plentifully nationalism pushed forth its blossoms.

At this difficult time Social-Democracy had a high mission — to resist nationalism and
to protect the masses from the general "epidemic.” For Social-Democracy, and Social-
Democracy alone, could do this, by countering nationalism with the tried weapon of
internationalism, with the unity and indivisibility of the class struggle. And the more
powerfully the wave of nationalism advanced, the louder had to be the call of Social-
Democracy for fraternity and unity among the proletarians of all the nationalities of
Russia. And in this connection particular firmness was demanded of the Social-Democrats
of the border regions, who came into direct contact with the nationalist movement.

But not all Social-Democrats proved equal to the task — and this applies particularly to
the Social-Democrats of the border regions. The Bund, which had previously laid stress on
the common tasks, now began to give prominence to its own specific, purely nationalist
aims: it went to the length of declaring "observance of the Sabbath” and "recognition of

Yiddish" a fighting issue in its election campaign. (2] The Bund was followed by the
Caucasus; one section of the Caucasian Social-Democrats, which, like the rest of the
Caucasian Social-Democrats, had formerly rejected "cultural-national autonomy," are now

making it an immediate demand. (3] This is without mentioning the conference of the

Liquidators, which in a diplomatic way gave its sanction to nationalist vacillations. [4]

But from this it follows that the views of Russian Social-Democracy on the national
question are not yet clear to all Social-Democrats.

It is evident that a serious and comprehensive discussion of the national question is
required. Consistent Social-Democrats must work solidly and indefatigably against the fog
of nationalism, no matter from what quarter it proceeds.

I.
THE NATION

What is a nation?
A nation is primarily a community, a definite community of people.

This community is not racial, nor is it tribal. The modern Italian nation was formed
from Romans, Teutons, Etruscans, Greeks, Arabs, and so forth. The French nation was
formed from Gauls, Romans, Britons, Teutons, and so on. The same must be said of the
British, the Germans and others, who were formed into nations from people of diverse
races and tribes.
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Thus, a nation is not a racial or tribal, but a historically constituted community of

people.

On the other hand, it is unquestionable that the great empires of Cyrus and Alexander
could not be called nations, although they came to be constituted historically and were
formed out of different tribes and races. They were not nations, but casual and loosely-
connected conglomerations of groups, which fell apart or joined together according to the
victories or defeats of this or that conqueror.

Thus, a nation is not a casual or ephemeral conglomeration, but a stable community of

people.

But not every stable community constitutes a nation. Austria and Russia are also stable
communities, but nobody calls them nations. What distinguishes a national community
from a state community? The fact, among others, that a national community is
inconceivable without a common language, while a state need not have a common
language. The Czech nation in Austria and the Polish in Russia would be impossible if
each did not have a common language, whereas the integrity of Russia and Austria is not
affected by the fact that there are a number of different languages within their borders.
We are referring, of course, to the spoken languages of the people and not to the official

governmental Janguages.

Thus, a common language is one of the characteristic features of a nation.

This, of course, does not mean that different nations always and everywhere speak
different languages, or that all who speak one language necessarily constitute one nation.
A common language for every nation, but not necessarily different languages for different
nations! There is no nation which at one and the same time speaks several languages, but
this does not mean that there cannot be two nations speaking the same language!
Englishmen and Americans speak one language, but they do not constitute one nation.
The same is true of the Norwegians and the Danes, the English and the Irish.

But why, for instance, do the English and the Americans not constitute one nation in

spite of their common language?

Firstly, because they do not live together, but inhabit different territories. A nation is
formed only as a result of lengthy and systematic intercourse, as a result of people living

together generation after generation.

But people cannot live together, for lengthy periods unless they have a common
territory. Englishmen and Americans originally inhabited the same territory, England,
and constituted one nation. Later, one section of the English emigrated from England to a
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new territory, America, and there, in the new territory, in the course of time, came to form
the new American nation. Difference of. territory led to the formation of different nations.

Thus, a common territory is one of the characteristic features of a nation.

But this is not all. Common territory does not by itself create a nation. This requires, in
addition, an internal economic bond to weld the various parts of the nation into a single
whole. There is no such bond between England and America, and so they constitute two
different nations. But the Americans themselves would not deserve to be called a nation
were not the different parts of America bound together into an economic whole, as a result
of division of labour between them, the development of means of communication, and so
forth.

Take the Georgians, for instance. The Georgians before the Reform inhabited a common
territory and spoke one language. Nevertheless, they did not, strictly speaking, constitute
one nation, for, being split up into a number of disconnected principalities, they could not
share a common economic life; for centuries they waged war against each other and
pillaged each other, each inciting the Persians and Turks against the other. The ephemeral
and casual union of the principalities which some successful king sometimes managed to
bring about embraced at best a superficial administrative sphere, and rapidly
disintegrated owing to the caprices of the princes and the indifference of the peasants. Nor
could it be otherwise in economically disunited Georgia ... Georgia came on the scene as a
nation only in the latter half of the nineteenth century, when the fall of serfdom and the
growth of the economic life of the country, the development of means of communication
and the rise of capitalism, introduced division of labour between the various districts of
Georgia, completely shattered the economic isolation of the principalities and bound them
together into a single whole.

The same must be said of the other nations which have passed through the stage of
feudalism and have developed capitalism.

Thus, a common economic life, economic cohesion, is one of the characteristic features

of a nation.

But even this is not all. Apart from the foregoing, one must take into consideration the
specific spiritual complexion of the people constituting a nation. Nations differ not only in
their conditions of life, but also in spiritual complexion, which manifests itself in
peculiarities of national culture. If England, America and Ireland, which speak one
language, nevertheless constitute three distinct nations, it is in no small measure due to
the peculiar psychological make-up which they developed from generation to generation
as a result of dissimilar conditions of existence.
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Of course, by itself, psychological make-up or, as it is otherwise called, "national
character," is something intangible for the observer, but in so far as it manifests itself in a
distinctive culture common to the nation it is something tangible and cannot be ignored.

Needless to say, "national character" is not a thing that is fixed once and for all, but is
modified by changes in the conditions of life; but since it exists at every given moment, it
leaves its impress on the physiognomy of the nation.

Thus, a common psychological make-up, which manifests itself in a common culture, is
one of the characteristic features of a nation.

We have now exhausted the characteristic features of a nation.

A nation is a historically constituted, stable community of people, formed on the basis
of a common language, territory, economic life, and psychological make-up manifested

in a common culture.

It goes without saying that a nation, like every historical phenomenon, is subject to the

law of change, has its history, its beginning and end.

It must be emphasized that none of the above characteristics taken separately is
sufficient to define a nation. More than that, it is sufficient for a single one of these
characteristics to be lacking and the nation ceases to be a nation.

It is possible to conceive of people possessing a common "national character" who,
nevertheless, cannot be said to constitute a single nation if they are economically
disunited, inhabit different territories, speak different languages, and so forth. Such, for
instance, are the Russian, Galician, American, Georgian and Caucasian Highland Jews,

who, in our opinion, do not constitute a single nation.

It is possible to conceive of people with a common territory and economic life who
nevertheless would not constitute a single nation because they have no common language
and no common "national character." Such, for instance, are the Germans and Letts in the

Baltic region.

Finally, the Norwegians and the Danes speak one language, but they do not constitute a
single nation owing to the absence of the other characteristics.

It is only when all these characteristics are present together that we have a nation.

It might appear that "national character" is not one of the characteristics but the sole
essential characteristic of a nation, and that all the other characteristics are, properly
speaking, only conditions for the development of a nation, rather than its characteristics.
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Such, for instance, is the view held by R. Springer, and more particularly by O. Bauer, who
are Social-Democratic theoreticians on the national question well known in Austria.

Let us examine their theory of the nation.

According to Springer, "a nation is a union of similarly thinking and similarly
speaking persons." It is "a cultural community of modern people no longer tied to

the 'soil." 18] (our italics).

Thus, a "union" of similarly thinking and similarly speaking people, no matter how
disconnected they may be, no matter where they live, is a nation.

Bauer goes even further.

"What is a nation?" he asks. "Is it a common language which makes people a
nation? But the English and the Irish ... speak the same language without,
however, being one people; the Jews have no common language and yet are a
nation." (8]
What, then, is a nation?

"A nation is a relative community of character.”

But what is character, in this case national character?

National character is "the sum total of characteristics which distinguish the
people of one nationality from the people of another nationality — the complex of
physical and spiritual characteristics which distinguish one nation from another."

Bauer knows, of course, that national character does not drop from the skies, and he
therefore adds:

"The character of people is determined by nothing so much as by their destiny....
A nation is nothing but a community with a common destiny" which, in turn, is
determined "by the conditions under which people produce their means of
subsistence and distribute the products of their labour."

We thus arrive at the most "complete," as Bauer calls it, definition of a nation:

"A nation is an aggregate of people bound into a community of character by a
common destiny."

We thus have common national character based on a common destiny, but not
necessarily connected with a common territory, language or economic life.
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But what in that case remains of the nation? What common nationality can there be
among people who are economically disconnected, inhabit different territories and from

generation to generation speak different languages?

Bauer speaks of the Jews as a nation, although they "have no common language"; but
what "common destiny"” and national cohesion is there, for instance, between the
Georgian, Daghestanian, Russian and American Jews, who are completely separated from
one another, inhabit different territories and speak different languages?

The above-mentioned Jews undoubtedly lead their economic and political life in
common with the Georgians, Daghestanians, Russians and Americans respectively, and
they live in the same cultural atmosphere as these; this is bound to leave a definite
impress on their national character; if there is anything common to them left, it is their
religion, their common origin and certain relics of the national character. All this is
beyond question. But how can it be seriously maintained that petrified religious rites and
fading psychological relics affect the "destiny" of these Jews more powerfully than the
living social, economic and cultural environment that surrounds them? And it is only on
this assumption that it is possible to speak of the Jews as a single nation at all.

What, then, distinguishes Bauer's nation from the mystical and self-sufficient "national

spirit" of the spiritualists?

Bauer sets up an impassable barrier between the "distinctive feature" of nations
(national character) and the "conditions" of their life, divorcing the one from the other.
But what is national character if not a reflection of the conditions of life, a coagulation of
impressions derived from environment? How can one limit the matter to national
character alone, isolating and divorcing it from the soil that gave rise to it?

Further, what indeed distinguished the English nation from the American nation at the
end of the eighteenth and the beginning of the nineteenth centuries, when America was
still known as New England? Not national character, of course; for the Americans had
originated from England and had brought with them to America not only the English
language, but also the English national character, which, of course, they could not lose so
soon; although, under the influence of the new conditions, they would naturally be
developing their own specific character. Yet, despite their more or less common character,
they at that time already constituted a nation distinct from England! Obviously, New
England as a nation differed then from England as a nation not by its specific national
character, or not so much by its national character, as by its environment and conditions
of life, which were distinct from those of England.

It is therefore clear that there is in fact no single distinguishing characteristic of a
nation. There is only a sum total of characteristics, of which, when nations are compared,
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sometimes one characteristic (national character), sometimes another (language), or
sometimes a third (territory, economic conditions), stands out in sharper relief. A nation
constitutes the combination of all these characteristics taken together.

Bauer's point of view, which identifies a nation with its national character, divorces the
nation from its soil and converts it into an invisible, self-contained force. The result is not
a living and active nation, but something mystical, intangible and supernatural. For, I
repeat, what sort of nation, for instance, is a Jewish nation which consists of Georgian,
Daghestanian, Russian, American and other Jews, the members of which do not
understand each other (since they speak different languages), inhabit different parts of the
globe, will never see each other, and will never act together, whether in time of peace or in

time of war?!

No, it is not for such paper "nations" that Social-Democracy draws up its national
programme. It can reckon only with real nations, which act and move, and therefore insist

on being reckoned with.

Bauer is obviously confusing nation, which is a historical category, with tribe, which is

an ethnographical category.

However, Bauer himself apparently feels the weakness of his position. While in the
beginning of his book he definitely declares the Jews to be a nation, he corrects himself at
the end of the book and states that "in general capitalist society makes it impossible for
them (the Jews) to continue as a nation," by causing them to assimilate with other
nations. The reason, it appears, is that "the Jews have no closed territory of settlement,"
whereas the Czechs, for instance, have such a territory and, according to Bauer, will

survive as a nation. In short, the reason lies in the absence of a territory.

By arguing thus, Bauer wanted to prove that the Jewish workers cannot demand
national autonomy, but he thereby inadvertently refuted his own theory, which denies
that a common territory is one of the characteristics of a nation.

But Bauer goes further. In the beginning of his book he definitely declares that "the
Jews have no common language, and yet are a nation."” But hardly has he reached p. 130
than he effects a change of front and just as definitely declares that "unquestionably, no
nation is possible without a common language" (our italics).

Bauer wanted to prove that "language is the most important instrument of human
intercourse," but at the same time he inadvertently proved something he did not mean to
prove, namely, the unsoundness of his own theory of nations, which denies the

significance of a common language.

Thus this theory, stitched together by idealistic threads, refutes itself.
https://iwww.marxists.org/reference/archive/stalin/works/1913/03a.htmis7 8/52

TDV iSAM
Kiitiiphanesi Arsivi
No Tz {462 .3




1/23/2020 Marxism and the National Question

IT.
THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT

A nation is not merely a historical category but a historical category belonging to a
definite epoch, the epoch of rising capitalism. The process of elimination of feudalism and
development of capitalism is at the same time a process of the constitution of people into
nations. Such, for instance, was the case in Western Europe. The British, French,
Germans, Italians and others were formed into nations at the time of the victorious
advance of capitalism and its triumph over feudal disunity.

But the formation of nations in those instances at the same time signified their
conversion into independent national states. The British, French and other nations are at
the same time British, etc., states. Ireland, which did not participate in this process, does

not alter the general picture.

Matters proceeded somewhat differently in Eastern Europe. Whereas in the West
nations developed into states, in the East multi-national states were formed, states
consisting of several nationalities. Such are Austria-Hungary and Russia. In Austria, the
Germans proved to be politically the most developed, and they took it upon themselves to
unite the Austrian nationalities into a state. In Hungary, the most adapted for state
organization were the Magyars — the core of the Hungarian nationalities — and it was they
who united Hungary. In Russia, the uniting of the nationalities was undertaken by the
Great Russians, who were headed by a historically formed, powerful and well-organized

aristocratic military bureaucracy.
That was how matters proceeded in the East.

This special method of formation of states could take place only where feudalism had
not yet been eliminated, where capitalism was feebly' developed, where the nationalities
which had been forced into the background had not yet been able to consolidate
themselves economically into integral nations.

But capitalism also began to develop in the Eastern states. Trade and means of
communication were developing. Large towns were springing up. The nations were
becoming economically consolidated. Capitalism, erupting into the tranquil life of the
nationalities which had been pushed into the background, was arousing them and stirring
them into action. The development of the press and the theatre, the activity of the
Reichsrat (Austria) and of the Duma (Russia) were helping to strengthen "national
sentiments." The intelligentsia that had arisen was being imbued with "the national idea"

and was acting in the same direction....

TDV iSAM 9/52
Kiitiiphanesi Arsivi

No 1 flpn. 2

https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/stalin/works/1913/03a.htm#s7




1/23/2020

Marxism and the National Question
But the nations which had been pushed into the background and had now awakened to
independent life, could no longer form themselves into independent national states; they
encountered on their -path the very powerful resistance of the ruling strata of the
dominant nations, which had long ago assumed the control of the state. They were too

late!...

In this way the Czechs, Poles, etc., formed themselves into nations in Austria; the
Croats, etc., in Hungary; the Letts, Lithuanians, Ukrainians, Georgians, Armenians, etc.,
in Russia. What had been an exception in Western Europe (Ireland) became the rule in
the East.

In the West, Ireland responded to its exceptional position by a national movement. In
the East, the awakened nations were bound to respond in the same fashion.

Thus arose the circumstances which impelled the young nations of Eastern Europe on

to the path of struggle.

The struggle began and flared up, to be sure, not between nations as a whole, but
between the ruling classes of the dominant nations and of those that had been pushed into
the background. The struggle is usually conducted by the urban petty bourgeoisie of the
oppressed nation against the big bourgeoisie of the dominant nation (Czechs and
Germans), or by the rural bourgeoisie of the oppressed nation against the landlords of the
dominant nation (Ukrainians in Poland), or by the whole "national" bourgeoisie of the
oppressed nations against the ruling nobility of the dominant nation (Poland, Lithuania
and the Ukraine in Russia).

The bourgeoisie plays the leading role.

The chief problem for the young bourgeoisie is the problem of the market. Its aim is to
sell its goods and to emerge victorious from competition with the bourgeoisie of a
different nationality. Hence its desire to secure its "own," its "home" market. The market
is the first school in which the bourgeoisie learns its nationalism.

But matters are usually not confined to the market. The semi-feudal, semi-bourgeois
bureaucracy of the dominant nation intervenes in the struggle with its own methods of
"arresting and preventing." The bourgeoisie — whether big or small — of the dominant
nation is able to deal more "swiftly" and "decisively" with its competitor. "Forces" are
united and a series of restrictive measures is put into operation against the "alien"
bourgeoisie, measures passing into acts of repression. The struggle spreads from the
economic sphere to the political sphere. Restriction of freedom of movement, repression
of language, restriction of franchise, closing of schools, religious restrictions, and so on,
are piled upon the head of the "competitor." Of course, such measures are designed not
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only in the interest of the bourgeois classes of the dominant nation, but also in
furtherance of the specifically caste aims, so to speak, of the ruling bureaucracy.

But from the point of view of the results achieved this is quite immaterial; the bourgeois
classes and the bureaucracy in this matter go hand in hand — whether it be in Austria-

Hungary or in Russia.

The bourgeoisie of the oppressed nation, repressed on every hand, is naturally stirred
into movement. It appeals to its "native folk" and begins to shout about the "fatherland,’;
claiming that its own cause is the cause of the nation as a whole. It recruits itself an army
from among its "countrymen" in the interests of ... the "fatherland." Nor do the "folk"
always remain unresponsive to its appeals; they rally around its banner: the repression
from above affects them too and provokes their discontent.

Thus the national movement begins.

The strength of the national movement is determined by the degree to which the wide
strata of the nation, the proletariat and peasantry, participate in it.

Whether the proletariat rallies to the banner of bourgeois nationalism depends on the
degree of development of class antagonisms, on the class consciousness and degree of
organization of the proletariat. The class-conscious proletariat has its own tried banner,
and has no need to rally to the banner of the bourgeoisie.

As far as the peasants are concerned, their participation in the national movement
depends primarily on the character of the repressions. If the repressions affect the "land,"
as was the case in Ireland, then the mass of the peasants immediately rally to the banner

of the national movement.

On the other hand, if, for example, there is no serious anti-Russian nationalism in
Georgia, it is primarily because there are neither Russian landlords nor a Russian big
bourgeoisie there to supply the fuel for such nationalism among the masses. In Georgia
there is anti-Armenian nationalism; but this is because there is still an Armenian big
bourgeoisie there which, by getting the better of the small and still unconsolidated
Georgian bourgeoisie, drives the latter to anti-Armenian nationalism. .

Depending on these factors, the national movement either assumes a mass character
and steadily grows (as in Ireland and Galicia), or is converted into a series of petty
collisions, degenerating into squabbles and "fights" over signboards (as in some of the

small towns of Bohemia).

The content of the national movement, of course, cannot everywhere be the same: it is
wholly determined by the diverse demands made by the movement., In Ireland the
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movement bears an agrarian character; in Bohemia it bears a "language" character; in one
place the demand is for civil equality and religious freedom, in another for the nation's
"own" officials, or its own Diet. The diversity of demands not infrequently reveals the
diverse features which characterize a nation in general (language, territory, etc.). It is
worthy of note that we never meet with a demand based on Bauer's all-embracing
"national character.” And this is natural: "national character" in itself is something
intangible, and, as was correctly remarked by J. Strasser, "a politician can't do anything

with it." (Z]
Such, in general, are the forms and character of the national movement.

From what has been said it will be clear that the national struggle under the conditions
of rising capitalism is a struggle of the bourgeois classes among themselves. Sometimes
the bourgeoisie succeeds in drawing the proletariat into the national movement, and then
the national struggle externally assumes a "nation-wide" character. But this is so only
externally. In its essence it is always a bourgeois struggle, one that is to the advantage and
profit mainly of the bourgeoisie.

But it does not by any means follow that the proletariat should not put up a fight against
the policy of national oppression.

Restriction of freedom of movement, disfranchisement, repression of language, closing
of schools, and other forms of persecution affect the workers no less, if not more, than the
bourgeoisie. Such a state of affairs can only serve to retard the free development of the
intellectual forces of the proletariat of subject nations. One cannot speak seriously of a full
development of the intellectual faculties of the Tatar or J ewish worker if he is not allowed
to use his native language at meetings and lectures, and if his schools are closed down.

But the policy of nationalist persecution is dangerous to the cause of the proletariat also
on another account. It diverts the attention of large strata from social questions, questions
of the class struggle, to national questions, questions "common" to the proletariat and the
bourgeoisie. And this creates a favourable soil for lying propaganda about "harmony of
interests," for glossing over the class interests of the proletariat and for the intellectual

enslavement of the workers.

This creates a serious obstacle to the cause of uniting the workers of all nationalities. If
a considerable proportion of the Polish workers are still in intellectual bondage to the
bourgeois nationalists, if they still stand aloof from the international labour movement, it
is chiefly because the age-old anti-Polish policy of the "powers that be" creates the soil for
this bondage and hinders the emancipation of the workers from it.
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But the policy of persecution does not stop there. It not infrequently passes from a
"system" of oppression to a "system" of inciting nations against each other, to a "system"
of massacres and pogroms. Of course, the latter system is not everywhere and always
possible, but where it is possible — in the absence of elementary civil rights — it frequently
assumes horrifying proportions and threatens to drown the cause of unity of the workers
in blood and tears. The Caucasus and south Russia furnish numerous examples. "Divide
and rule" — such is the purpose of the policy of incitement. And where such a policy
succeeds, it is a tremendous evil for the proletariat and a serious obstacle to the cause of
uniting the workers of all the nationalities in the state.

But the workers are interested in the complete amalgamation of all their fellow-workers
into a single international army, in their speedy and final emancipation from intellectual
bondage to the bourgeoisie, and in the full and free development of the intellectual forces
of their brothers, whatever nation they may belong to.

The workers therefore combat and will continue to combat the policy of national
oppression in all its forms, from the most subtle to the most crude, as well as the policy of

inciting nations against each other in all its forms

Social-Democracy in all countries therefore proclaims the right of nations to self-

determination.

The right of self-determination means that only the nation itself has the right to
determine its destiny, that no one has the right forcibly to interfere in the life of the
nation, to destroy its schools and other institutions, to violate its habits and customs, to

repress its language, or curtail its rights.

This, of course, does not mean that Social-Democracy will support every custom and
institution of a nation. While combating the coercion of any nation, it will uphold only the
right of the nation itself to determine its own destiny, at the same time agitating against
harmful customs and institutions of that nation in order to enable the toiling strata of the

nation to emancipate themselves from them.

The right of self-determination means that a nation may arrange its life in the way it
wishes. It has the right to arrange its life on the basis of autonomy. It has the right to enter
into federal relations with other nations. It has the right to complete secession. Nations

are sovereign, and all nations have equal rights.

This, of course, does not mean that Social-Democracy will support every demand of a
nation. A nation has the right even to return to the old order of things; but this does not
mean that Social-Democracy will subscribe to such a decision if taken by some institution
of a particular nation. The obligations of Social-Democracy, which defends the interests of
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the proletariat, and the rights of a nation, which consists of various classes, are two

different things.

In fighting for the right of nations to self-determination, the aim of Social-Democracy is
to put an end to the policy of national oppression, to render it impossible, and thereby to
remove the grounds of strife between nations, to take the edge off that strife and reduce it

to a minimum.

This is what essentially distinguishes the policy of the class-conscious proletariat from
the policy of the bourgeoisie, which attempts to aggravate and fan the national struggle
and to prolong and sharpen the national movement.

And that is why the class-conscious proletariat cannot rally under the "national" flag of

the bourgeoisie.

That is why the so-called "evolutionary national" policy advocated by Bauer cannot
become the policy of the proletariat. Bauer's attempt to identify his "evolutionary
national" policy with the policy of the "modern working class" is an attempt to adapt the
class struggle of the workers to the struggle of the nations.

The fate of a national movement, which is essentially a bourgeois movement, is
naturally bound up with the fate of the bourgeoisie. The -final disappearance of a national
movement is possible only with the downfall of the bourgeoisie. Only under the reign of
socialism can peace be fully established. But even within the framework of capitalism it is
possible to reduce the national struggle to a minimum, to undermine it at the root, to
render it as harmless as possible to the proletariat. This is borne out, for example, by
Switzerland and America. It requires that the country should be democratized and the
nations be given the opportunity of free development.

ITI.
PRESENTATION OF THE QUESTION

A nation has the right freely to determine its own destiny. It has the right to arrange its
life as it sees fit, without, of course, trampling on the rights of other nations. That is

beyond dispute.

But how exactly should it arrange its own life, what forms should its future constitution
take, if the interests of the majority of the nation and, above all, of the proletariat are to be

borne in mind?
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A nation has the right to arrange its life on autonomous lines. It even has the right to
secede. But this does not mean that it should do so under all circumstances, that
autonomy, or separation, will everywhere and always be advantageous for a nation, i.e.,
for its majority, i.e., for the toiling strata. The Transcaucasian Tatars as a nation may
assemble, let us say, in their Diet and, succumbing to the influence of their beys and
mullahs, decide to restore the old order of things and to secede from the state. According
to the meaning of the clause on self-determination they are fully entitled to do so. But will
this be in the interest of the toiling strata of the Tatar nation? Can Social-Democracy look
on indifferently when the beys and mullahs assume the leadership of the masses in the

solution of the national question?

Should not Social-Democracy interfere in the matter and influence the will of the nation
in a definite way? Should it not come forward with a definite plan for the solution of the
question, a plan which would be most advantageous for the Tatar masses?

But what solution would be most compatible with the interests of the toiling masses?

Autonomy, federation or separation?

All these are problems the solution of which will depend on the concrete historical

conditions in which the given nation finds itself.

More than that; conditions, like everything else, change, and a decision which is correct
at one particular time may prove to be entirely unsuitable at another.

In the middle of the nineteenth century Marx was in favour of the secession of Russian
Poland; and he was right, for it was then a question of emancipating a higher culture from
a lower culture that was destroying it. And the question at that time was not only a
theoretical one, an academic question, but a practical one, a question of actual reality....

At the end of the nineteenth century the Polish Marxists were already declaring against
the secession of Poland; and they too were right, for during the fifty years that had elapsed
profound changes had taken place, bringing Russia and Poland closer economically and
culturally. Moreover, during that period the question of secession had been converted
from a practical matter into a matter of academic dispute, which excited nobody except

perhaps intellectuals abroad.

This, of course, by no means precludes the possibility that certain internal and external
conditions may arise in which the question of the secession of Poland may again come on

the order of the day.

The solution of the national question is possible only in connection with the historical
conditions taken in their development.
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The economic, political and cultural conditions of a given nation constitute the only key
to the question how a particular nation ought to arrange its life and what forms its future
constitution ought to take. It is possible that a specific solution of the question will be
required for each nation. If the dialectical approach to a question is required anywhere it
is required here, in the national question.

In view of this we must declare our decided opposition to a certain very widespread, but
very summary manner of "solving" the national question, which owes its inception to the

Bund. We have in mind the easy method of referring to Austrian and South-Slav [&! Social-
Democracy, which has supposedly already solved the national question and whose
solution the Russian Social-Democrats should simply borrow. It is assumed that
whatever, say, is right for Austria is also right for Russia. The most important and decisive
factor is lost sight of here, namely, the concrete historical conditions in Russia as a whole
and in the life of each of the nations inhabiting Russia in particular.

Listen, for example, to what the well-known Bundist, V. Kossovsky, says:

"When at the Fourth Congress of the Bund the principles of the question (i.e., the
national question — J. St.) were discussed, the proposal made by one of the
members of the congress to settle the question in the spirit of the resolution of the

South-Slav Social-Democratic Party met with general approval." (2]
And the result was that "the congress unanimously adopted" ... national autonomy.

And that was all! No analysis of the actual conditions in Russia, no investigation of the
condition of the Jews in Russia. They first borrowed the solution of the South-Slav Social-
Democratic Party, then they "approved" it, and finally they "unanimously adopted"” it!
This is the way the Bundists present and "solve" the national question in Russia....

As a matter of fact, Austria and Russia represent entirely different conditions. This
explains why the Social-Democrats in Austria, when they adopted their national
programme at Briinn (1899) (197 jn the spirit of the resolution of the South-Slav Social-
Democratic Party (with certain insignificant amendments, it is true), approached the
question in an entirely non-Russian way, so to speak, and, of course, solved it in a non-

Russian way.

First, as to the presentation of the question. How is the question presented by the
Austrian theoreticians of cultural-national autonomy, the interpreters of the Briinn
national programme and the resolution of the South-Slav Social-Democratic Party,

Springer and Bauer?
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"Whether a multi-national state is possible," says Springer, "and whether, in
particular, the Austrian nationalities are obliged to form a single political entity, is
a question we shall not answer here but shall assume to be settled. For anyone
who will not concede this possibility and necessity, our investigation will, of
course, be purposeless. Our theme is as follows: inasmuch as these nations are
obliged to live together, what legal forms will enable them to live together in the
best possible way?" (Springer's italics). [11]

Thus, the starting point is the state integrity of Austria.

Bauer says the same thing;:

"We therefore start from the assumption that the Austrian nations will remain in
the same state union in which they exist at present and inquire how the nations
within this union will arrange their relations among themselves and to the state.”

Here again the first thing is the integrity of Austria.

Can Russian Social-Democracy present the question in this way? No, it cannot. And it
cannot because from the very outset it holds the view of the right of nations to self-
determination, by virtue of which a nation has the right of secession.

Even the Bundist Goldblatt admitted at the Second Congress of Russian Social-
Democracy that the latter could not abandon the standpoint of self-determination. Here is
what Goldblatt said on that occasion:

"Nothing can be said against the right of self-determination. If any nation is
striving for independence, we must not oppose it. If Poland does not wish to enter
into lawful wedlock with Russia, it is not for us to interfere with her."

All this is true. But it follows that the starting points of the Austrian and Russian Social-
Democrats, far from being identical, are diametrically opposite. After this, can there be
any question of borrowing the national programme of the Austrians?

Furthermore, the Austrians hope to achieve the "freedom of nationalities" by means of
petty reforms, by slow steps. While they propose cultural-national autonomy as a practical
measure, they do not count on any radical change, on a democratic movement for
liberation, which they do not even contemplate. The Russian Marxists, on the other hand,
associate the "freedom of nationalities" with a probable radical change, with a democratic
movement for liberation, having no grounds for counting on reforms. And this essentially
alters matters in regard to the probable fate of the nations of Russia.
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"Of course," says Bauer, "there is little probability that national autonomy will be
the result of a great decision, of a bold action. Austria will develop towards
national autonomy step by step, by a slow process of development, in the course
of a severe struggle, as a consequence of which legislation and administration will
be in a state of chronic paralysis. The new constitution will not be created by a
great legislative act, but by a multitude of separate enactments for individual

provinces and individual communities."
Springer says the same thing.

"I am very well aware," he writes, "that institutions of this kind (i.e., organs of
national autonomy — J. St.) are not created in a single year or a single decade. The
reorganization of the Prussian administration alone took considerable time.... It
took the Prussians two decades finally to establish their basic administrative
institutions. Let nobody think that I harbour any illusions as to the time required
and the difficulties to be overcome in Austria."

All this is very definite. But can the Russian Marxists avoid associating the national
question with "bold actions"? Can they count on partial reforms, on "a multitude of
separate enactments" as a means for achieving the "freedom of nationalities"? But if they
cannot and must not do so, is it not clear that the methods of struggle of the Austrians and
the Russians and their prospects must be entirely different? How in such a state of affairs
can they confine themselves to the one-sided, milk-and-water cultural-national autonomy
of the Austrians? One or the other: either those who are in favour of borrowing do not
count on "bold actions" in Russia, or they do count on such actions but "know not what

they do."

Finally, the immediate tasks facing Russia and Austria are entirely different and
consequently dictate different methods of solving the national question. In Austria
parliamentarism prevails, and under present conditions no development in Austria is
possible without parliament. But parliamentary life and legislation in Austria are
frequently brought to a complete standstill by severe conflicts between the national
parties. That explains the chronic political crisis from which Austria has for a long time
been suffering. Hence, in Austria the national question is the very hub of political life; it is
the vital question. It is therefore not surprising that the Austrian Social-Democratic
politicians should first of all try in one way or another to find a solution for the national
conflicts — of course on the basis of the existing parliamentary system, by parliamentary

methods....

Not so with Russia. In the first place, in Russia "there is no parliament, thank God." [13]

In the second place — and this is the main point — the hub of the political life of Russia is
not the national but the agrarian question. Consequently, the fate of the Russian problem,
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and, accordingly, the "liberation" of the nations too, is bound up in Russia with the
solution of the agrarian question, i.e., with the destruction of the relics of feudalism, i.e.,
with the democratization of the country. That explains why in Russia the national
question is not an independent and decisive one, but a part of the general and more
important question of the emancipation of the country.

"The barrenness of the Austrian parliament," writes Springer, "is due precisely to
the fact that every reform gives rise to antagonisms within the national parties
which may affect their unity. The leaders of the parties, therefore, avoid
everything that smacks of reform. Progress in Austria is generally conceivable
only if the nations are granted indefeasible legal rights which will relieve them of
the necessity of constantly maintaining national militant groups in parliament
and will enable them to turn their attention to the solution of economic and social

problems."
Bauer says the same thing.

"National peace is indispensable first of all for the state. The state cannot permit
legislation to be brought to a standstill by the very stupid question of language or
by every quarrel between excited people on a linguistic frontier, or over every new
school."

All this is clear. But it is no less clear that the national question in Russia is on an
entirely different plane. It is not the national, but the agrarian question , that decides the
fate of progress in Russia. The national question is a subordinate one.

And so we have different presentations of the question, different prospects and methods
of struggle, different immediate tasks. Is it not clear that, such being the state of affairs,
only pedants who "solve" the national question without reference to space and time can
think of adopting examples from Austria and of borrowing a programme?

To repeat: the concrete historical conditions as the starting point, and the dialectical
presentation of the question as the only correct way of presenting it — such is the key to
solving the national question.
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CULTURAL-NATIONAL AUTONOMY

We spoke above of the formal aspect of the Austrian national programme and of the
methodological grounds which make it impossible for the Russian Marxists simply to
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adopt the example of Austrian Social-Democracy and make the latter's programme their

own.
Let us now examine the essence of the programme itself
What then is the national programme of the Austrian Social-Democrats?
It is expressed in two words: cultural-national autonomy.

This means, firstly, that autonomy would be granted, let us say, not to Bohemia or
Poland, which are inhabited mainly by Czechs and Poles, but to Czechs and Poles
generally, irrespective of territory, no matter what part of Austria they inhabit.

That is why this autonomy is called national and not territorial.

It means, secondly, that the Czechs, Poles, Germans, and so on, scattered over the
various parts of Austria, taken personally, as individuals, are to be organized into integral
nations, and are as such to form part of the Austrian state. In this way Austria would
represent not a union of autonomous regions, but a union of autonomous nationalities,

constituted irrespective of territory.

It means, thirdly, that the national institutions which are to be created for this purpose
for the Poles, Czechs, and so forth, are to have jurisdiction only over "cultural," not
"political" questions. Specifically political questions would be reserved for the Austrian

parliament (the Reichsrat).
That is why this autonomy is also called cultural, cultural-national autonomy.

And here is the text of the programme adopted by the Austrian Social-Democratic Party

at the Briinn Congress in 1899. (14]

Having referred to the fact that "national dissension in Austria is hindering political
progress,” that "the final solution of the national question... is primarily a cultural
necessity,” and that "the solution is possible only in a genuinely democratic society,
constructed on the basis of universal, direct and equal suffrage,” the programme goes on

to say:

"The preservation and development of the national peculiarities [18] of the
peoples of Austria is possible only on the basis of equal rights and by avoiding all
oppression. Hence, all bureaucratic state centralism and the feudal privileges of

individual provinces must first of all be rejected.

"Under these conditions, and only under these conditions, will it be possible to
establish national order in Austria in place of national dissension, namely, on the
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following principles:

1. Austria must be transformed into a democratic state federation of

nationalities.

"2. The historical crown provinces must be replaced by nationally delimited self-
governing corporations, in each of which legislation and administration shall be
entrusted to national parliaments elected on the basis of universal, direct and

equal suffrage.

"3. All the self-governing regions of one and the same nation must jointly form a
single national union, which shall manage its national affairs on an absolutely

autonomous basis.

"4. The rights of national minorities must be guaranteed by a special law passed
by the Imperial Parliament."

The programme ends with an appeal for the solidarity of all the nations of Austria. [1€]

It is not difficult to see that this programme retains certain traces of "territorialism," but
that in general it gives a formulation of national autonomy. It is not without good reason
that Springer, the first agitator on behalf of cultural-national autonomy, greets it with
enthusiasm; Bauer also supports this programme, calling it a "theoretical victory" for
national autonomy; only, in the interests of greater clarity, he proposes that Point 4 be
replaced by a more definite formulation, which would declare the necessity of
"constituting the national minority within each self-governing region into a public
corporation” for the management of educational and other cultural affairs.

Such is the national programme of Austrian Social-Democracy.
Let us examine its scientific foundations.

Let us see how the Austrian Social-Democratic Party justifies the cultural-national

autonomy it advocates.

Let us turn to the theoreticians of cultural-national autonomy, Springer and Bauer.

The starting point of national autonomy is the conception of a nation as a union of
individuals without regard to a definite territory.

"Nationality," according to Springer, "is not essentially connected with territory";
nations are "autonomous unions of persons."
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Bauer also speaks of a nation as a "community of persons” which does not enjoy

"exclusive sovereignty in any particular region."

But the persons constituting a nation do not always live in one compact mass; they are
frequently divided into groups, and in that form are interspersed among alien national
organisms. It is capitalism which drives them into various regions and cities in search of a
livelihood. But when they enter foreign national territories and there form minorities,
these groups are made to suffer by the local national majorities in the way of restrictions
on their language, schools, etc. Hence national conflicts. Hence the "unsuitability" of
territorial autonomy. The only solution to such a situation, according to Springer and
Bauer, is to organize the minorities of the given nationality dispersed over various parts of
the state into a single, general, inter-class national union. Such a union alone, in their
opinion, can protect the cultural interests of national minorities, and it alone is capable of

putting an end to national discord.

"Hence the necessity," says Springer, "to organize the nationalities, to invest them
with rights and responsibilities...." Of course, "a law is easily drafted, but will it be
offective? "... "If one wants to make a law for nations, one must first create the
nations..." "Unless the nationalities are constituted it is impossible to create
national rights and eliminate national dissension."

Bauer expressed himself in the same spirit when he proposed, as "a demand of the
working class," that "the minorities should be constituted into public corporations based

on the personal principle.”

But how is a nation to be organized? How is one to determine to what nation any given

individual belongs?

"Nationality," says Springer, "will be determined by certificates; every individual
domiciled in a given region must declare his affiliation to one of the nationalities

of that region."

"The personal principle," says Bauer, "presumes that the population will be
divided into nationalities.... On the basis of the free declaration of the adult

citizens national registers must be drawn up."

Further.

"All the Germans in nationally homogeneous districts," says Bauer, "and all the
Germans entered in the national registers in the dual districts will constitute the
German nation and elect a National Council."

The same applies to the Czechs, Poles, and so on.
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"The National Council,” according to Springer, "is the cultural parliament of the
nation, empowered to establish the principles and to grant funds, thereby
assuming guardianship over national education, national literature, art and
science, the formation of academies, museums, galleries, theatres," etc.

Such will be the organization of a nation and its central institution.

According to Bauer, the Austrian Social-Democratic Party is striving, by the creation of
these inter-class institutions "to make national culture ... the possession of the whole
people and thereby unite all the members of the nation into a national-cultural

community." (our italics).

One might think that all this concerns Austria alone. But Bauer does not agree. He
emphatically declares that national autonomy is essential also for other states which, like

Austria, consist of several nationalities.

"In the multi-national state," according to Bauer, "the working class of all the
nations opposes the national power policy of the propertied classes with the

demand for national autonomy."

Then, imperceptibly substituting national autonomy for the self-determination of

nations, he continues:

"Thus, national autonomy, the self-determination of nations, will necessarily
become the constitutional programme of the proletariat of all the nations in a

multi-national state."

But he goes still further. He profoundly believes that the inter-class "national unions"
"constituted" by him and Springer will serve as a sort of prototype of the future socialist
society. For he knows that "the socialist system of society... will divide humanity into
nationally delimited communities"; that under socialism there will take place "a grouping
of humanity into autonomous national communities," that thus, "socialist society will
undoubtedly present a checkered picture of national unions of persons and territorial
corporations, and that accordingly "the socialist principle of nationality is a higher
synthesis of the national principle and national autonomy."
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Enough, it would seem..

These are the arguments for cultural-national autonomy as given in the works of Bauer

and Springer.

The first thing that strikes the eye is the entirely inexplicable and absolutely
unjustifiable substitution of national autonomy for self-determination of nations. One or
the other: either Bauer failed to understand the meaning of self-determination, or he did
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understand it but for some reason or other deliberately narrowed its meaning. For there is
no doubt a) that cultural-national autonomy presupposes the integrity of the multi-
national state, whereas self-determination goes outside the framework of this integrity,
and b) that self-determination endows a nation with complete rights, whereas national
autonomy endows it only with "cultural” rights. That in the first place.

In the second place, a combination of internal and external conditions is fully possible
at some future time by virtue of which one or another of the nationalities may decide to
secede from a multi-national state, say from Austria. Did not the Ruthenian Social-
Democrats at the Briinn Party Congress announce their readiness to unite the "two parts"

of their people into one whole? (21 What, in such a case, becomes of national autonomy,
which is "inevitable for the proletariat of all the nations"? What sort of "solution" of the
problem is it that mechanically squeezes nations into the Procrustean bed of an integral

state?

Further: National autonomy is contrary to the whole course of development of nations.
It calls for the organization of nations; but can they be artificially welded together if life, if
economic development tears whole groups from them and disperses these groups over
various regions? There is no doubt that in the early stages of capitalism nations become
welded together. But there is also no doubt that in the higher stages of capitalism a
process of dispersion of nations sets in, a process whereby a whole number of groups
separate off from the nations, going off in search of a livelihood and subsequently settling
permanently in other regions of the state; in the course of this these settlers lose their old
connections and acquire new ones in their new domicile, and from generation to
generation acquire new habits and new tastes, and possibly a new language. The question
arises: is it possible to unite into a single national union groups that have grown so
distinct? Where are the magic links to unite what cannot be united? Is it conceivable that,
for instance, the Germans of the Baltic Provinces and the Germans of Transcaucasia can
be "united into a single nation"? But if it is not conceivable and not possible, wherein does
national autonomy differ from the utopia of the old nationalists, who endeavoured to turn
back the wheel of history?

But the unity of a nation diminishes not only as a result of migration. It diminishes also
from internal causes, owing to the growing acuteness of the class struggle. In the early
stages of capitalism one can still speak of a "common culture" of the proletariat and the
bourgeoisie. But as large-scale industry develops and the class struggle becomes more and
more acute, this "common culture" begins to melt away. One cannot seriously speak of the
"common culture" of a nation when employers and workers of one and the same nation
cease to understand each other. What "common destiny" can there be when the
bourgeoisie thirsts for war, and the proletariat declares "war on war"? Can a single inter-
class national union be formed from such opposed elements? And, after this, can one
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speak of the "union of all the members of the nation into a national-cultural community"?
Is it not obvious that national autonomy is contrary to the whole course of the class

struggle?

But let us assume for a moment that the slogan "organize the nation" is practicable. One
might understand bourgeois-nationalist parliamentarians endeavouring to "organize" a
nation for the purpose of securing additional votes. But since when have Social-Democrats
begun to occupy themselves with "organizing" nations, "constituting" nations, "creating"

nations?

What sort of Social-Democrats are they who in the epoch of extreme intensification of
the class struggle organize inter-class national unions? Until now the Austrian, as well as
every other, Social-Democratic party, had one task before it: namely, to organize the
proletariat. That task has apparently become "antiquated." Springer and Bauer are now
setting a "new" task, a more absorbing task, namely, to "create," to "organize" a nation.

However, logic has its obligations: he who adopts national autonomy must also adopt

this "new" task;

but to adopt the latter means to abandon the class position and to take the path of

nationalism.

Springer's and Bauer's cultural-national autonomy is a subtle form of nationalism.

And it is by no means fortuitous that the national programme of the Austrian Social-
Democrats enjoins a concern for the "preservation and development of the national
peculiarities of the peoples." Just think: to "preserve" such "national peculiarities" of the
Transcaucasian Tatars as self-flagellation at the festival of Shakhsei-Vakhsei; or to
"develop" such "national peculiarities" of the Georgians as the vendetta! ...

A demand of this character is in place in an outright bourgeois nationalist programme;
and if it appears in the programme of the Austrian Social-Democrats it is because national
autonomy tolerates such demands, it does not contradict them.

But if national autonomy is unsuitable now, it will be still more unsuitable in the future,

socialist society.

Bauer's prophecy regarding the "division of humanity into nationally delimited
communities” is refuted by the whole course of development of modern human society.
National barriers are being demolished and are falling, rather than becoming firmer. As
early as the 'forties Marx declared that "national differences and antagonisms between
peoples are daily more and more vanishing”" and that "the supremacy of the proletariat

will cause them to vanish still faster." 18] The subsequent development of mankind,

https:/iwww.marxists.org/reference/archive/stalin/works/1913/03a.htmi#s7 . 25/52
TDV ISAM

Kiitiiphanesi Arsivi
No "t |62 .3




1/23/2020 Marxism and the National Question
accompanied as it was by the colossal growth of capitalist production, the reshuffling of
nationalities and the union of people within ever larger territories, emphatically confirms
Marx's thought.

Bauer's desire to represent socialist society as a "checkered picture of national unions of
persons and territorial corporations" is a timid attempt to substitute for Marx's
conception of socialism a revised version of Bakunin's conception. The history of socialism
proves that every such attempt contains the elements of inevitable failure.

There is no need to mention the kind of "socialist principle of nationality” glorified by
Bauer, which, in our opinion, substitutes for the socialist principle of the class struggle
the bourgeois "principle of nationality.” If national autonomy is based on such a dubious
principle, it must be admitted that it can only cause harm to the working-class movement.

True, such nationalism is not so transparent, for it is skilfully masked by socialist
phrases, but it is all the more harmful to the proletariat for that reason. We can always
cope with open nationalism, for it can easily be discerned. It is much more difficult to
combat nationalism when it is masked and unrecognizable beneath its mask. Protected by
the armour of socialism, it is less vulnerable and more tenacious. Implanted among the
workers, it poisons the atmosphere and spreads harmful ideas of mutual distrust and
segregation among the workers of the different nationalities.

But this does not exhaust the harm caused by national autonomy. It prepares the
ground not only for the segregation of nations, but also for breaking up the united labour
movement. The idea of national autonomy creates the psychological conditions for the
division of the united workers' party into separate parties built on national lines. The
breakup of the party is followed by the breakup of the trade unions, and complete
segregation is the result. In this way the united class movement is broken up into separate

national rivulets.

Austria, the home of "national autonomy," provides the most deplorable examples of

this. As early as 1897 (the Wimberg Party Congress [19)) the once united Austrian Social-
Democratic Party began to break up into separate parties. The breakup became still more
marked after the Briinn Party Congress (1899), which adopted national autonomy.
Matters have finally come to such a pass that in place of a united international party there
are now six national parties, of which the Czech Social-Democratic Party will not even
have anything to do with the German Social-Democratic Party.

But with the parties are associated the trade unions. In Austria, both in the parties and
in the trade unions, the main brunt of the work is borne by the same Social-Democratic
workers. There was therefore reason to fear that separatism in the party would lead to
separatism in the trade unions and that the trade unions would also break up. That, in
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fact, is what happened: the trade unions have also divided according to nationality. Now
things frequently go so far that the Czech workers will even break a strike of German
workers, or will unite at municipal elections with the Czech bourgeois against the German

workers.

It will be seen from the foregoing that cultural-national autonomy is no solution of the
national question. Not only that, it serves to aggravate and confuse the question by
creating a situation which favours the destruction of the unity of the labour movement,
fosters the segregation of the workers according to nationality and intensifies friction

among them.
Such is the harvest of national autonomy. T ek
Kiitiiphanesi Arsivi
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V.
THE BUND, ITS NATIONALISM,
ITS SEPARATISM

We said above that Bauer, while granting the necessity of national autonomy for the
Czechs, Poles, and so on, nevertheless opposes similar autonomy for the Jews. In answer
to the question, "Should the working class demand autonomy for the Jewish people?”
Bauer says that "national autonomy cannot be demanded by the Jewish workers."
According to Bauer, the reason is that "capitalist society makes it impossible for them (the

Jews — J. St.) to continue as a nation."

In brief, the Jewish nation is coming to an end, and hence there is nobody to demand

national autonomy for. The Jews are being assimilated.

This view of the fate of the Jews as a nation is not a new one. It was expressed by Marx
as early as the 'forties, [291[21] jn reference chiefly to the German Jews. It was repeated by

Kautsky in 1903, [22] i reference to the Russian Jews. It is now being repeated by Bauer
in reference to the Austrian Jews, with the difference, however, that he denies not the

present but the future of the Jewish nation.

Bauer explains the impossibility of preserving the existence of the Jews as a nation by
the fact that "the Jews have no closed territory of settlement." This explanation, in the
main a correct one, does not however express the whole truth. The fact of the matter is
primarily that among the Jews there is no large and stable stratum connected with the
land, which would naturally rivet the nation together, serving not only as its framework
but also as a "national" market. Of the five or six million Russian Jews, only three to four
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per cent are connected with agriculture in any way. The remaining ninety-six per cent are
employed in trade, industry, in urban institutions, and in general are town dwellers;
moreover, they are spread all over Russia and do not constitute a majority in a single

gubernia.

Thus, interspersed as national minorities in areas inhabited by other nationalities, the
Jews as a rule serve "foreign" nations as manufacturers and traders and as members of the
liberal professions, naturally adapting themselves to the "foreign nations" in respect to
language and so forth. All this, taken together with the increasing re-shuffling of
nationalities characteristic of developed forms of capitalism, leads to the assimilation of
the Jews. The abolition of the "Pale of Settlement"” would only serve to hasten this process

of assimilation.

The question of national autonomy for the Russian Jews consequently assumes a
somewhat curious character: autonomy is being proposed for a nation whose future is
denied and whose existence has still to be proved!

Nevertheless, this was the curious and shaky position taken up by the Bund when at its
Sixth Congress (1905) it adopted a "national programme" on the fines of national

autonomy.
Two circumstances impelled the Bund to take this step.

The first circumstance is the existence of the Bund as an organization of Jewish, and
only Jewish, Social-Democratic workers. Even before 1897 the Social-Democratic groups
active among the Jewish workers set themselves the aim of creating "a special Jewish

workers' organization." [23] They founded such an organization in 1897 by uniting to form
the Bund. That was at a time when Russian Social-Democracy as an integral body virtually
did not yet exist. The Bund steadily grew and spread, and stood out more and more vividly
against the background of the bleak days of Russian Social-Democracy.... Then came the
1900's. A mass labour movement came into being. Polish Social-Democracy grew and
drew the Jewish workers into the mass struggle. Russian Social-Democracy grew and
attracted the "Bund" workers. Lacking a territorial basis, the national framework of the
Bund became too restrictive. The Bund was faced with the problem of either merging with
the general international tide, or of upholding its independent existence as an extra-
territorial organization. The Bund chose the latter course.

Thus grew up the "theory" that the Bund is "the sole representative of the Jewish
proletariat.”

But to justify this strange "theory" in any "simple" way became impossible. Some kind
of foundation "on principle," some justification "on principle," was needed. Cultural-
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national autonomy provided such a foundation. The Bund seized upon it, borrowing it
from the Austrian Social-Democrats. If the Austrians had not had such a programme the
Bund would have invented it in order to justify its independent existence "on principle."”

Thus, after a timid attempt in 1901 (the Fourth Congress), the Bund definitely adopted a
"national programme" in 1905 (the Sixth Congress).

The second circumstance is the peculiar position of the Jews as separate national
minorities within compact majorities of other nationalities in integral regions. We have
already said that this position is undermining the existence of the Jews as a nation and
puts them on the road to assimilation. But this is an objective process. Subjectively, in the
minds of the Jews, it provokes a reaction and gives rise to the demand for a guarantee of
the rights of a national minority, for a guarantee against assimilation. Preaching as it does
the vitality of the Jewish "nationality,” the Bund could not avoid being in favour of a
"guarantee." And, having taken up this position, it could not but accept national
autonomy. For if the Bund could seize upon any autonomy at all, it could only be national
autonomy, i.e., cultural-national autonomy; there could be no question of territorial-
political autonomy for the Jews, since the Jews have no definite integral territory.

It is noteworthy that the Bund from the outset stressed the character of national
autonomy as a guarantee of the rights of national minorities, as a guarantee of the "free
development" of nations. Nor was it fortuitous that the representative of the Bund at the
Second Congress of the Russian Social-Democratic Party, Goldblatt, defined national
autonomy as "institutions which guarantee them (i.e., nations — J. St.) complete freedom

of cultural development." [24] A similar proposal was made by supporters of the ideas of
the Bund to the Social-Democratic group in the Fourth Duma....

In this way the Bund adopted the curious position of national autonomy for the Jews.

We have examined above national autonomy in general. The examination showed that
national autonomy leads to nationalism. We shall see later that the Bund has arrived at
the same end point. But the Bund also regards national autonomy from a special aspect,
namely, from the aspect of guarantees of the rights of national minorities. Let us also
examine the question from this special aspect. It is all the more necessary since the
problem of national minorities — and not of the Jewish minorities alone — is one of serious

moment for Social-Democracy.

And so, it is a question of "institutions which guarantee" nations "complete freedom of
cultural development" (our italics — J. St.).

But what are these "institutions which guarantee," ete.?
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They are primarily the "National Council" of Springer and Bauer, something in the
nature of a Diet for cultural affairs.

But can these institutions guarantee a nation "complete freedom of cultural
development"? Can a Diet for cultural affairs guarantee a nation against nationalist

persecution?
The Bund believes it can.
But history proves the contrary.

At one time a Diet existed in Russian Poland. It was a political Diet and, of course,
endeavoured to guarantee freedom of "cultural development" for the Poles. But, far from
succeeding in doing so, it itself succumbed in the unequal struggle against the political
conditions generally prevailing in Russia.

A Diet has been in existence for a long time in Finland, and it too endeavours to protect
the Finnish nationality from "encroachments," but how far it succeeds in doing so

everybody can see.

Of course, there are Diets and Diets, and it is not so easy to cope with the democratically
organized Finnish Diet as it was with the aristocratic Polish Diet. But the decisive factor,
nevertheless, is not the Diet, but the general regime in Russia. If such a grossly Asiatic
social and political regime existed in Russia now as in the past, at the time the Polish Diet
was abolished, things would go much harder with the Finnish Diet. Moreover, the policy
of "encroachments" upon Finland is growing, and it cannot be said that it has met with
defeat....

If such is the case with old, historically evolved institutions — political Diets — still less
will young Diets, young institutions, especially such feeble institutions as "cultural” Diets,
be able to guarantee the free development of nations.

Obviously, it is not a question of "institutions," but of the general regime prevailing in
the country. If there is no democracy in the country there can be no guarantees of
"complete freedom for cultural development" of nationalities. One may say with certainty
that the more democratic a country is the fewer are the "encroachments" made on the
"freedom of nationalities,” and the greater are the guarantees against such

"encroachments."

Russia is a semi-Asiatic country, and therefore in Russia the policy of "encroachments”
not infrequently assumes the grossest form, the form of pogroms. It need hardly be said
that in Russia "guarantees” have been reduced to the very minimum.
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Germany is, however, European, and she enjoys a measure of political freedom. It is not
surprising that the policy of "encroachments" there never takes the form of pogroms.

In France, of course, there are still more "guarantees," for France is more democratic

than Germany.

There is no need to mention Switzerland, where, thanks to her highly developed,
although bourgeois democracy, nationalities live in freedom, whether they are a minority

or a majority.

Thus the Bund adopts a false position when it asserts that "institutions" by themselves
are able to guarantee complete cultural development for nationalities.

It may be said that the Bund itself regards the establishment of democracy in Russia as
a preliminary condition for the "creation of institutions" and guarantees of freedom. But

this is not the case. From the report of the Eighth Conference of the Bund (22! it will be
seen that the Bund thinks it can secure "institutions" on the basis of the present system in
Russia, by "reforming" the Jewish community.

"The community,”" one of the leaders of the Bund said at this conference, "may
become the nucleus of future cultural-national autonomy. Cultural-national
autonomy is a form of self-service on the part of nations, a form of satisfying
national needs. The community form conceals within itself a similar content. They
are links in the same chain, stages in the same evolution." [2€]

On this basis, the conference decided that it was necessary to strive "for reforming the
Jewish community and transforming it by legislative means into a secular institution,"

democratically organized (our italics — J. St.).

It is evident that the Bund considers as the condition and guarantee not the
democratization of Russia, but some future "secular institution" of the Jews, obtained by
"reforming the Jewish community," so to speak, by "legislative" means, through the

Duma:

But we have already seen that "institutions” in themselves cannot serve as "guarantees"

if the regime in the state generally is not a democratic one.

But what, it may be asked, will be - the position under a future democratic system? Will
not special "cultural institutions which guarantee," etc., be required even under
democracy? What is the position in this respect in democratic Switzerland, for example?
Are there special cultural institutions in Switzerland on the pattern of Springer's "National
Council"? No, there are not. But do not the cultural interests of, for instance, the Italians,
who constitute a minority there, suffer for that reason? One does not seem to hear that
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they do. And that is quite natural: in Switzerland all special cultural "institutions," which
supposedly "guarantee," etc., are rendered superfluous by democracy.

And so, impotent in the present and superfluous in the future — such are the institutions

of cultural-national autonomy, and such is national autonomy.

But it becomes still more harmful when it is thrust upon a "nation" whose existence and
future are open to doubt. In such cases the advocates of national autonomy are obliged to
protect and preserve all the peculiar features of the "nation," the bad as well as the good,
just for the sake of "saving the nation" from assimilation, just for the sake of "preserving"
it.

That the Bund should take this dangerous path was inevitable. And it did take it. We are
referring to the resolutions of recent conferences of the Bund on the question of the

"Sabbath," "Yiddish," etc.

Social-Democracy strives to secure for all nations the right to use their own language.
But that does not satisfy the Bund; it demands that "the rights of the Jewish language”
(our italics — J. St.) be championed with "exceptional persistence," and the Bund itself in
the elections to the Fourth Duma declared that it would give "preference to those of them
(i.e., electors) who undertake to defend the rights of the Jewish language."

Not the general right of all nations to use their own language, but the particular right of
the Jewish language, Yiddish! Let the workers of the various nationalities fight primarily
for their own language: the Jews for Jewish, the Georgians for Georgian, and so forth. The
struggle for the general right of all nations is a secondary matter. You do not have to
recognize the right of all oppressed nationalities to use their own language; but if you have
recognized the right of Yiddish, know that the Bund will vote for you, the Bund will

"prefer" you.

But in what way then does the Bund differ from the bourgeois nationalists?

Social-Democracy strives to secure the establishment of a compulsory weekly rest day.
But that does not satisfy the Bund; it demands that "by legislative means" "the Jewish
proletariat should be guaranteed the right to observe their Sabbath and be relieved of the

obligation to observe another day. "*

It is to be expected that the Bund will take another "step forward" and demand the right
to observe all the ancient Hebrew holidays. And if, to the misfortune of the Bund, the
Jewish workers have discarded religious prejudices and do not want to observe these
holidays, the Bund with its agitation for “the right to the Sabbath," will remind them of the
Sabbath, it will, so to speak, cultivate among them "the Sabbatarian spirit. "...
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Quite comprehensible, therefore, are the "passionate speeches" delivered at the Eighth
Conference of the Bund demanding "Jewish hospitals," a demand that was based on the
argument that "a patient feels more at home among his own people," that "the Jewish
worker will not feel at ease among Polish workers, but will feel at ease among Jewish

shopkeepers."

Preservation of everything Jewish, conservation of all the national peculiarities of the
Jews, even those that are patently harmful to the proletariat, isolation of the Jews from
everything non-Jewish, even the establishment of special hospitals — that is the level to
which the Bund has sunk!

Comrade Plekhanov was right a thousand times over when he said that the Bund "is
adapting socialism to nationalism." Of course, V. Kossovsky and Bundists like him may

denounce Plekhanov as a "demagogue" [&7]128] _ paper will put up with anything that is
written on it — but those who are familiar with the activities of the Bund will easily realize
that these brave fellows are simply afraid to tell the truth about themselves and are hiding

behind strong language about "demagogy. "...

But since it holds such a position on the national question, the Bund was naturally
obliged, in the matter of organization also, to take the path of segregating the Jewish
workers, the path of formation of national curiae within Social-Democracy. Such is the

logic of national autonomy!

And, in fact, the Bund did pass from the theory of "sole representation” to the theory of
"national demarcation" of workers. The Bund demands that Russian Social-Democracy
should "in its organizational structure introduce demarcation according to nationalities."
From "demarcation" it made a "step forward" to the theory of "segregation." It is not for
nothing that speeches were made at the Eighth Conference of the Bund declaring that

"national existence lies in segregation."

Organizational federalism harbours the elements of disintegration and separatism. The

Bund is heading for separatism.

And, indeed, there is nothing else it can head for. Its very existence as an extra-
territorial organization drives it to separatism. The Bund does not possess a definite
integral territory; it operates on "foreign" territories, whereas the neighbouring Polish,
Lettish and Russian Social-Democracies are international territorial collective bodies. But
the result is that every extension of these collective bodies means a "loss" to the Bund and
a restriction of its field of action. There are two alternatives: either Russian Social-
Democracy as a whole must be reconstructed on the basis of national federalism — which
will enable the Bund to "secure" the Jewish proletariat for itself; or the territorial-
international principle of these collective bodies remains in force — in which case the
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Bund must be reconstructed on the basis of internationalism, as is the case with the Polish

and Lettish Social-Democracies.

This explains why the Bund from the very beginning demanded "the reorganization of
Russian Social-Democracy on a federal basis." (22]

In 1906, yielding to the pressure from below in favour of unity, the Bund chose a middle
path and joined Russian Social-Democracy. But how did it join? Whereas the Polish and
Lettish Social-Democracies joined for the purpose of peaceable joint action, the Bund
joined for the purpose of waging war for a federation. That is exactly what Medem, the

leader of the Bundists, said at the time:

"We are joining not for the sake of an idyll, but in order to fight. There is no idyll,
and only Manilovs could hope for one in the near future. The Bund must join the

Party armed from head to foot." (301

It would be wrong to regard this as an expression of evil intent on Medem's part. It is
not a matter of evil intent, but of the peculiar position of the Bund, which compels it to
fight Russian Social-Democracy, which is built on the basis of internationalism. And in
fighting it the Bund naturally violated the interests of unity. Finally, matters went so far
that the Bund formally broke with Russian Social-Democracy, violating its statutes, and in
the elections to the Fourth Duma joining forces with the Polish nationalists against the

Polish Social-Democrats.

The Bund has apparently found that a rupture is the best guarantee for independent

activity.

And so the "principle” of organizational "demarcation” led to separatism and to a

complete rupture.

In a controversy with the old Iskra [31] on the question of federalism, the Bund once

wrote:

"Iskra wants to assure us that federal relations between the Bund and Russian
Social-Democracy are bound to weaken the ties between them. We cannot refute
this opinion by referring to practice in Russia, for the simple reason that Russian
Social-Democracy does not exist as a federal body. But we can refer to the
extremely instructive experience of Social-Democracy in Austria, which assumed
a federal character by virtue of the decision of the Party Congress of 1897."

That was written in 1902.
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But we are now in the year 1913. We now have both Russian "practice" and the

"experience of Social-Democracy in Austria."

What do they tell us?

Let us begin with "the extremely instructive experience of Social-Democracy in Austria."
Up to 1896 there was a united Social-Democratic Party in Austria. In that year the Czechs
at the International Congress in London for the first time demanded separate
representation, and were given it. In 1897, at the Vienna (Wimberg) Party Congress, the
united party was formally Liquidated and in its place a federal league of six national
"Social-Democratic groups" was set up. Subsequently these "groups" were converted into
independent parties, which gradually severed contact with one another. Following the
parties, the parliamentary group broke up — national "clubs" were formed. Next came the
trade unions, which also split according to nationalities. Even the co-operative societies

were affected, the Czech separatists calling upon the workers to split them up. (22! We will
not dwell on the fact that separatist agitation weakens the workers' sense of solidarity and
frequently drives them to strike-breaking.

Thus "the extremely instructive experience of Social-Democracy in Austria" speaks
against the Bund and for the old Iskra. Federalism in the Austrian party has led to the
most outrageous separatism, to the destruction of the unity of the labour movement.

We have seen above that "practical experience in Russia" also bears this out. Like the
Czech separatists, the Bundist separatists have broken with the general Russian Social-
Democratic Party. As for the trade unions, the Bundist trade unions, from the outset they
were organized on national lines, that is to say, they were cut off from the workers of other

nationalities.

Complete segregation and complete rupture — that is what is revealed by the "Russian

practical experience" of federalism.

It is not surprising that the effect of this state of affairs upon the workers is to weaken
their sense of solidarity and to demoralize them; and the latter process is also penetrating
the Bund. We are referring to the increasing collisions between Jewish and Polish workers
in connection with unemployment. Here is the kind of speech that was made on this
subject at the Ninth Conference of the Bund:

"... We regard the Polish workers, who are ousting us, as pogromists, as scabs; we
do not support their strikes, we break them. Secondly, we reply to being ousted by
ousting in our turn: we reply to Jewish workers not being allowed into the
factories by not allowing Polish workers near the benches.... If we do not take this
matter into our own hands the workers will follow others" (our italics — J. St.)
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That is the way they talk about solidarity at a Bundist conference.

You cannot go further than that in the way of "demarcation" and "segregation." The
Bund has achieved its aim: it is carrying its demarcation between the workers of different
nationalities to the point of conflicts and strike-breaking. And there is no other course: "If
we do not take this matter into our own hands the workers will follow others...."

Disorganization of the labour movement, demoralization of the Social-Democratic
ranks — that is what the federalism of the Bund leads to.

Thus the idea of cultural-national autonomy, the atmosphere it creates, has proved to
be even more harmful in Russia than in Austria.

VI.
THE CAUCASIANS,
THE CONFERENCE OF THE
LIQUIDATORS

We spoke above of the waverings of one section of the Caucasian Social-Democrats who
were unable to withstand the nationalist "epidemic."” These waverings were revealed in the
fact that, strange as it may seem, the above-mentioned Social-Democrats followed in the
footsteps of the Bund and proclaimed cultural-national autonomy.

Regional autonomy for the Caucasus as a whole and cultural-national autonomy for the
nations forming the Caucasus — that is the way these Social-Democrats, who, incidentally,
are linked with the Russian Liquidators, formulate their demand.

Listen to their acknowledged leader, the not unknown N.

"Everybody knows that the Caucasus differs profoundly from the central
gubernias, both as regards the racial composition of its population and as regards
its territory and agricultural development. The exploitation and material
development of such a region require local workers acquainted with local
peculiarities and accustomed to the local climate and culture. All laws designed to
further the exploitation of the local territory should be issued locally and put into
effect by local forces. Consequently, the jurisdiction of the central organ of
Caucasian self-government should extend to legislation on local questions....
Hence, the functions of the Caucasian centre should consist in the passing of laws

https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/stalin/works/1913/03a.htmi#s7
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designed to further the economic exploitation of the local territory and the
material prosperity of the region." (23]
Thus — regional autonomy for the Caucasus.

If we abstract ourselves from the rather confused and incoherent arguments of N., it
must be admitted that his conclusion is correct. Regional autonomy for the Caucasus,
within the framework of a general state constitution, which N. does not deny, is indeed
essential because of the peculiarities of its composition and its conditions of life. This was
also acknowledged by the Russian Social-Democratic Party, which at its Second Congress
proclaimed "regional self-government for those border regions which in respect of their
conditions of life and the composition of their populati<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>